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COME ABOARD!

The Best Way to Experzence .
Naples from the Wat,

Come sail with us aboard the newest Catamaran in
Southwest Florida, Miss Naples. Our 48’ custom buil
Catamaran can accommodate up to 48 passengers an
is your perfect ride to experience the beauty of Naple

DAILY PUBLIC CRUISES!
PRIVATE CHARTERS, WEDDINGS
GROUP EVENTS, AND MORE! :

550 PORT-O-CALL WAY * NAPLES, FL *239.649.2275 * WWW.NAPLESCATAMARAN.COM
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ROBB & STUCKY

FURNITURE | INTERIORS

elevating lifestyles for over 100 years

Find out about our complimentary interior design services at

ROBBSTUCKY.COM

7 WE EXPORT
@ WORLDWIDE FORT MYERS SHOWROOM:

f w P 13170 S. Cleveland Ave., Fort Myers, FL 33907 | (239) 415-2800
NAPLES - FORT MYERS - SARASOTA - BOCA RATON

Hours: Mon. - Sat.
10:00am - 6:00pm
Sun: 12:00pm - 5:00pm



Theres a lot that
goes into our name.
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STOCK - Defining
Southwest Florida since 2001

From exquisite luxury branded

properties and award-winning

.

residential communities to
impeccably built one-of-a-kind
homes, no other regional developer
and builder has done as much
to shape the Southwest Florida
landscape as STOCK. That's
because our vision for perfection is
the same as yours, and the homes
we create reflect that in design,
detail, and unmatched dedication

to quality and craftsmanship.

STOC

QUALITY

STOCK CUSTOM HOMES | STOCK LUXURY HOMES

STOCK RESIDENCES | STOCK LUXURY APARTMENT LIVING

2639 PROFESSIONAL CIRCLE | SUITE 101
NAPLES, FL 34119 | 239.592.7344
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StockDevelopment.com

BROKER PARTICIPATION WELCOMED. ORAL REPRESENTATIONS
@ CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING THE
oomam  REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT

REPRESENTATIONS REFERENCE SHOULD
BE MADE TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY
SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE
FURNISHED BY A DEVELOPER TO A BUYER OR
LESSEE. NOT AN OFFERING WHERE PROHIBITED BY
STATE LAW. PRICES AND COMMISSIONS SUBJECT TO
CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.
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MAKE ROOM
FOR ALL
OF, YOUSS

SERVING SOUTHWEST FLORIDA SINCE 1988

CALL OR VISIT US ONLINE TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR
COMPLIMENTARY DESIGN CONSULTATION 239.694.8100

GALLERIA SHOPPES 2367 VANDERBILT BEACH ROAD #810, NAPLES
LELY-STOCK PLAZA 7729 COLLIER BOULEVARD #503, NAPLES
DANIELS MARKETPLACE 6891 DANIELS PARKWAY #135, FORT MYERS

CALIFORNIACLOSETS.COM

CALIFORNIA CLOSE
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$eb2|e T__) The World’s I\/Iost
echnology. . .
INTEANATIONAL Trusted Pool Flnlshes

lee Your Old Pool a - Nk

NEW LOOK =

with Siesta Pebble.
Pebble Tec® is a long-term investment 0 0 @ Q|

in your pool’s look and finish. Unlike & .
plaster or pool liners, the surface A M .I. P bbl
resists discoloration, mottling, scaling, \’ |e$ q e e

and staining, which means a lifetime

_ ; ; SOUTHWEST FLORIDA'’S PEBBLE TEC® APPLICATOR
of worry frge relaxation for yOLf. W'th & POOL REMODELING SPECIALIST SINCE 1995!
a wide variety of pebble pool finishes -

to choose from, let us help you design 239-567-1678 | SiestaPebble.com
your dream pool. CPC1460079
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FAMILY OWNED
AND OPERATED FOR
OVER4OYEARS

WHEN YOU WANT THE BEST
BOAT SALES OPEN 7 DAYS
INGMAN A WEEK ALL LOCATIONS!

L]
M a l‘l n e SARASQOTA PORT CHARLOTTE PLACIDA N. FORT MYERS
8311 N. Tamiami Trail 1189 Tamiami Trail 15001 Gasparilla Rd 14531 N. Cleveland Ave.
941-360-0088 941-255-1555 941-697-1000 239-599-9069

www.ingmanmarine.com

WE HAVE 12 NEW BOAT LINES TO CHOOSE FROM

Yamaha Outboard
Motors Services

* Boat Motor Parts
* Fiberglass Shop

e Canvas Shop

¢ Bottom Painting

¢ Pre-Owned Boats
¢ Buying & Selling

¢ We Can Sell Your Boat

e See Our Website For Over
40 Quality
Pre-Owned Boats!
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Charlotte County Community Servi
you to check out what Libraries & History has
to offer, enjoy our many Natural Resources,

and spend the day in our beautiful Parks!

Ger Ur... GeT Our... GeT Retive!
CHARLOTTE COUNTY

941.625.PLAY (7529)
CharlotteCountyFL.gov




WANT TO LIVE LIKE A LOCAL?

WE ARE THE PREMIER CHOICE FOR MAKING YOUR NEXT
VACATION SEAMLESS—JUST THE WAY YOU EXPECT.

Expertise where you want to be. We are committed to providing every lifestyle and exceptional
customer services to ensure an extraordinary experience for individuals and families. While your
vacation may be a temporary stay, expect it to leave a permanent impression.

Annual Rentals | Seasonal Rentals | Vacation Rentals

RentPremierSIR.com | 877425.6001

Premier | Sotheby’s R

INTERNATIONAL REALTY RENTPREMIERSIR.COM

Sotheby’s International Realty® and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered service marks used with permission. Each office is independently owned and operated. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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Ave Maric

A BIG KIND OF SMALL TOWN

THE MORE
THEY WERE
LOOKING FOR.

Alligator Alley turned out to be a
yellow brick road for Sara and John.
They moved from Minneapalis

for John's new job in Miami. But
Miami wasn't their cup of tea. So
they followed their dreams along
[-75, and found Ave Maria. “It's
perfect,” Sarah says. She has a job
she loves in the Town Center, and
John works from home and goes in
some. He's an avid golfer, and Sarah
has a world of new activities she's
exploring. She's taken up MahJong
and gets John out on the

pickleball courts.

They agree that you get more out
of every minute in Ave Maria,
a big kind of small town.

New homes from the high $200s - $800s / Visit more than 25 model homes

Create your story in Ave Maria: 239.352.3903 - AveMaria.com

Town Center / On-site Schools / 2 Championship Golf Courses
Water Park / Shopping and Dining




Delivering Excellence Since 1993

SCOTLYNN
LOGISTICS, Armien

99.4% 1,800 24|7|365

ON TIME EMPLOYEES WORKING
DELIVERIES GLOBALLY FOR YOU

COME WORK WITH Us! D) JoinOurTeam@Scotlynn.com pp ."él.':.'i,ﬁ

PEOPLE DRIVE US.

Scotlynn is one of the fastest growing asset-based logistics companies in North
America. With our fleet of state-of-the-art refrigerated tractor trailers and top-
tier freight brokerage services, shipping time-sensitive products across North
America has never been smoother! Powered by teams of seasoned logistics
professionals in the Fort Myers, Tampa, Indianapolis, and Canada, Scotlynn
guarantees seamless and efficient deliveries every step of the way!

. 239-210-3000 | SCOTLYNN.COM | INFO@SCOTLYNN.COM
fOin@d 9597 GULF RESEARCH LANE | FORT MYERS, FL 33912



All About Closets is all about innovative design, impeccable craftsmanship and flawless service. Our
installations reflect your dreams and your personality, while enhancing your home. We will maximize the
storage of your closets, home office, wall units, pantry, and garage or anywhere in your home that re-

quires storage solutions. Our team works from Port Charlotte to Marco Island.

Heet O Crnovative &W Seam/

LETITIA CHAs HoLLAN Pam KaTosic TRAcCIE Lucas DEe RicaARDO Joyous Stota Amy WiLSON  HoLLy WRIGHT

HODENFIELD  Designer Designer DESIGN Designer Designer DESIGNER DESIGNER
Designer MANAGER

ALL A‘BOUT Call for a Professional Design Consultation! 239.303.5829

Visit our Showroom 13180 Livingston Rd., Unit #105, Naples, FL 34109

CLoOSsETS WWW.ALLABOUTCLOSETS.COM
000




ARE YOU PREPARED FOR 150+ MPH WINDS?
Ask Your Neighbors Who They Trust!

Over 42,000 Homes Protected in SW Florida!

WE KNOW THAT YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS IS THE BIGGEST INVESTMENT YOU WILL MAKE.
We know that having choices is important to you and that is why we offer a variety of products for your protection.

Call Today to Schedule Your 51 o= i ’
FREE HOME EVALUATION N
239-226-4872 ﬂ!mcﬁfi lgn;gz?lﬂ

6360 TOPAZ COURT - FORT MYERS, FL
i Monday-Friday 9am-5pm, Weekends by Appointment Only

www.ALUFABUSA.com OOQ0©

We are state of Florida licensed, insured and bonded CGC1520459




LEFCOAST

COIN & JEWELRY, LLC
BUYING® SELLING* AUCTIONING

o Rare Coins * Diamonds * Estate Jewelry

 U.S. Gold * Rolex Watches * Paper Money

« Designer Jewelry < All Bullion Products  All Collectibles
 Watches e Chopard * Estate Liquidation ,/
e U.S. Silver Dollars e Tiffany « Pocket Watches /

e Fine Art * \intage Books * Waterford

* Antiques e Luxury Accessories e« John Hardy

* Gemstones o All Sterling ltems * Hermes

 Documents e Lladro * David Yurman

e Firearms  Musical Instruments e Vintage Wine
e High End Apparel  * Cufflinks * Antique Toys
o Cartier * Louis Vuitton * Pottery

International Market Maker for Over 49 Years ¢ All High-End Personal Property

Michael and Denise Joyce

Professional Numismatic Guild #654  Life Member American Numismatic Assoc. #1980 « Life Member Florida United Numismatists #182
Life Member Georgia Numismatic Assoc. #122 < Life Member Silver Dollar Roundtable « International Society of Appraisers * Life Member Florida Association of Auctioneers

GULFC OAST Celchraring

COIN & JEWELRY, LL.C in Bae?S

SINCE 1975

Visit any of our convenient locations to help with your rare coins,
diamonds, jewelry and collectibles.

www.gulfcoastcoin.com ¢ 800-465-3909

Fort Myers Bonita Springs
14181 S. Tamiami Trail #110 Prado at Spring Creek, #6
Fort Myers, FL 33912 25249 Chamber
239-939-5636 of Commerce Drive
Fax 239-333-0594 239-333-2646




LENNAR | WCI

A LENNAR Comp

Don't want to leave paradise?
It's okay... you don't have to.

Your piece of paradise __ )
L] L] ] @ [
is waiting. Come see m ,g
us today! ®
Welcome Home Center Hours:
Monday-Saturday 9am-6 Sunday 10am-6 7
onday-Saturday 9am-6pm | Sunday 10am-6pm ey A
~ F W:m )
View our digital brochure! Use your s T [umae
camera app and scan the code or o
visit LennarSWFLCommunities.com =

LENNAR WC| 877-45-LENNAR | Lennar.com

ORAL REPRESENTATION CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING THE REPRESENTATION OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATION, REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE TO THIS BROCHURE AND THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED
BY SECTION 718,503, FLORIDA STATUES, TO BE FURNISHED BY DEVELOPER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE.

Plans to build out this neighborhood as proposed are subject to change without notice. Please see your New Home Consultant and/or home purchase agreement for actual features designated as an Everything's Included feature. Features, amenities, floor plans, elevations, Haviss
and designs vary and are subject to changes or substitution without notice. Items shown are artist's renderings and may contain options that are not standard on all models or not included in the purchase price. Availability may vary. Sq. ft./acreage/dimensions is estimated;

actual sq. ft./acreage/dimensions will differ. Garage/bay sizes may vary from home to home and may not accommodate all vehicles. Models/lifestyle photos do not reflect racial or ethnic preference. Maps are not to scale and are for relative location purposes only. Lennar

does not guarantee the availability of homes within the price ranges above. Price subject to change without notice. Site plans, community maps and/or aerial photos are conceptual in nature and are merely an artist's rendition. They are solely for illustrative purposes,

should never be relied upon, and are subject to change. This is not an offer in states where prior registration is required. Void where prohibited by law. Copyright © 2023 Lennar Corporation, Lennar, the Lennar logo, WCI, the WCI logo, Everything's Included and the @

Everything's Included logo are U.S. registered service marks or service marks of Lennar Corporation and/or its subsidiaries. LENNAR HOMES LLC CBC038894 and CGC1523282. LENNAR REALTY INC (CQI013633) 02/23. =
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OF SWFL go to www.FloridaWeekly.com or get the Florida

Weekly Apple or Android mobile app and enjoy
Florida’s best newspaper 52 weeks a year.




ACCESS
healthline

YOUR NEW PHYSICIAN IS g
JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY

If you are looking for a doctor close to
home, want more information about

our services, or have a question about
NCH, call to speak with one of our

representatives today.

Call us from 7am to 7pm,
7 days a week at NCH-7777
(239-624-7777)
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SWFL ESTEEMED CHEFS DISH OUT THEIR FAVORITE BITES

BY CHELLE KOSTER WALTON
Florida Weekly Correspondent

Channeling their passion, expertise
and countless hours into crafting
culinary wonders over the roaring
flames of gas stoves, these culinary
enthusiasts showcase their devotion
with each carefully crafted meal. The
question arises: Where do these culinary
virtuosos go when it’s time for someone
else to do the cooking? In a quest for
answers, seven esteemed Southwest
Florida chefs were engaged to share
their dining preferences.

B Burak Cakir
Ephesus Mediterranean Grill
Port Charlotte
Chef-owner Burak Cakir was 18 years
old when he moved from Turkey in 2007

to accept a kitchen position at the Gas-
parilla Inn in Boca Grande. He met his
wife, Michelle, in Florida and decided to
stay.

In 2014, they opened Ephesus, serv-
ing authentic Turkish and Mediterra-
nean cuisine made from age-old recipes
dating back to the Ottoman Empire.
Chef Cakir learned the recipes for sha-
warma, doner kebab, baklava and other
traditional dishes from his mother.

The operation has grown, thanks to
an appreciative fan base who has discov-
ered the off-the-beaten path gem. Belly
dancers and other live entertainment
often add ambience to the ornate Turk-
ish-decorated dining room and its bak-
ery next door.

When the Cakirs head out for a spe-
cial-occasion dinner, however, they tar-
get a different cultural flavor at Nicola’s

FLORIDA WEEKLY




Celebrating a moment big or small?

There’'s an
edible for that

edible

Call or visit your local edible® store.

Promenade Plaza Naples Walk The Park Shops

1267 Airport Rd. S. 2464 Vanderbilt Beach Rd #502 14261 S. Tamiami Trail #16
Naples, FL 34104 Naples, FL 34109 Fort Myers, FL 33912
239-643-7070 239-294-1220 239-437-8480

North Bay Village Merchants Crossing

26381 S. Tamiami Trail #100 15201 N. Cleveland Ave #607
Bonita Springs, FL 34134 North Fort Myers, FL 33903
239-676-9911 239-997-3784

Price and availability subject fo change by location. 2023 Edible® IP, LLC. All Rights Reserved.
Edible®, Edible Arrangements®, and the Fruit Basket Logo are registered trademarks of Edible IP, LLC.
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Italian Kitchen in Englewood.

“It's owned and operated by an Italian
family with amazing atmosphere,” said
Chef Cakir. “You can almost forget that
you are in America. My favorite dish is
chicken marsala”

For something more casual? Mango
Bistro in Englewood Beach is his go-to.
He lauds the owners’ care, their always
fresh ingredients and flavor that is “out of
this world”

M Jeanie Roland
The Perfect Caper
Punta Gorda

Like most busy chef-owners, Jean-
ie Roland doesn't find much time to
dine out. “When I do go out, I am usu-
ally starving and want something good.
I love supporting Chef Stephen at Italia
and River City Grill,” said the frequently
James Beard-nominated chef.

Besides the superlative cuisine, Italia at
River City is close by her restaurant, and
it’s open on the days The Perfect Caper is
not (Monday and Tuesday), making it ul-
tra-convenient. Chef Roland says a salad
and some chicken parm, and she’s good
to go.

She and her husband, James, opened
The Perfect Caper in 2002 and immedi-
ately set a new standard downtown Punta
Gorda. They debuted another restaurant
in Westerly, Rhode Island, in 2012.

Since then, Chef Roland has published
two cookbooks, the most recent during
COVID lockdown, when everyone was
at home cooking and looking for new
recipes to try. Thus, “The Perfect Caper
Home Cooking”

Although a Culinary Institute of
America grad who has sampled cuisines
around the world, she’s a self-admitted
fan of American diner cuisine. In Port
Charlotte, she gets her fix at Little Good
Times, a strip-mall joint where she she’s
been going faithfully many years for
breakfast and Mexican specialties.

Il Bob Boye
Liberty
Fort Myers

“Over the past few years, I've been a
lot pickier with my dining out spots, as
going out to dinner has become quite ex-
pensive,” says chef-owner Bob Boye, who
has evolved into a Fort Myers culinary

LOCAL FLAVOR

fixture starting with his run at Cru, where
he began as a bartender and ended up as
chef-owner six years later.

He bases his dining choices on quali-
ty and places that accommodate his busy
schedule, especially chef-owned and -op-
erated restaurants like his own. “I've been
very surprised with some of the little
spots I've found,” he says.

Jeanie Roland

Known for his truly original, alterna-
tive style of small-plate cuisine at Liberty,
Chef Boye admits a penchant for barbe-
cue, and he counts off-the-beaten-path
Big NicK’s Barbecue in Fort Myers among
his favorites. In the pizza food-group, he
picks Uncle Rico’s and Fine Folk Pizza &
Restaurant, both in Fort Myers.

“But when we are celebrating some-

COURTESY PHOTO
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thing, I usually get in touch with my
friend and former co-worker Josh Zeman
at Sea Salt in Naples and ask for a tasting
menu,” he says. Otherwise, “date night”
means a trip to Namba Ramen & Sushi,
also in Naples, where “literally anything
and everything” pleases his discerning
palate.

LOCAL FLAVOR

Hl Adam Nardis

Coldwater Oyster Market
Fort Myers

Chef-owner Adam Nardis has estab-
lished himself as a chef of passion and ex-
traordinary expertise in both Naples and
Fort Myers. Not to mention Block Island

1o BB N R e
STEPHANIE DAVIS / FLORIDA WEEKLY

in Rhode Island: His six summers at The
National Hotel sparked a love for north-
ern seafood and the genesis of Coldwater
Opyster Market.

In 2021, he realized his culinary dream
by opening a restaurant alongside his
wife, Erin and their four children. This
achievement came on the heels of an im-



PAINTINGS
GLASS - POTTERY
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CLOTHING
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Connie Hutchison

Handblown
Recycled
Glassware

JoAnne Bedie

L 5 Gallery Opens
T R January 3, 2024
Wed - Sat10 9, Sunday Noon - 5

239.738.5280 BokeeliaArtGallery.com
8315 Main Street, Bokeelia, FL 33922
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pressive tenure as an executive chef at M
Waterfront Grille (the sister restaurant of
the National Hotel) and Crave Culinaire,
both located in Naples.

That Block Island connection runs
deep as cold water. Chef Nardis™ loyalty
to past colleagues makes Dos Sabores
Restaurant, a Mexican experience in Es-
tero, a favorite, but it also has to do with
quality.

“I worked with Chef Ramiro Ruiz for
years on Block Island and at M, he says.
“His food is alive, honest and cooked
with heart. He also understands proper
seasoning and balance. The wet burrito
there is the best I ever had”

When it comes to “the ultimate special
occasion restaurant,” he picks Wylds Café
in Bonita Springs. It is, after all, where
he proposed to Erin, and the Tenderloin
Saga makes his top hits list. “The com-
bination of rich bleu cheese fondue and
frites!” he exclaims. “The tenderloin is,
you know, tender. So, you don’t get tex-
ture from the meat, but the rest adds just
the perfect amount of texture” But then,
again, there’s that creme brulé to contend
for favorite.

B Brandon Schewe

The Bohemian Restaurant

Downtown Coffee and Wine Company
Bonita Springs

Chef-owner Brandon Schewe and his
wife, Caitlin Emery-Schewe, have helped
change the culinary landscape of down-
town Bonita Springs. First came Down-
town Coffee and Wine in 2019, followed
in 2022 by The Bohemian, which has all
Southwest Florida raving. To their kitch-
ens, Chef Schewe brings the know-how
learned in elite local restaurants such as
Tulia, The French and BALEEN.

The Bohemian takes its name and
theme from a menu that creatively wan-
ders global cuisines. When the Schew-
es head out for a nice dinner, they pre-
fer Passage to India nearby in Bonita
Springs, which Brandon terms a chef-
owned and -operated hidden gem. “Chef
Boran makes every single meal himself;’
he says. “I have never had a bad meal
there” His favorite dishes? Scallops ma-
laee and sweet naan.

For a more impromptu dining experi-
ence, he returns to the scene of one of his
former workplaces, downtown Naples’

LOCAL FLAVOR

Bar Tulia, and often orders the lamb sau-
sage pizza. “It has good vibes and good
food galore,” he raves about the establish-
ment. “You can go there late night and
still get the best food in town, sit back and
enjoy friends and craft cocktails.

H Tony Ridgway
Ridgway Bar & Grill

STEPHANIE DAVIS / FLORIDA WEEKLY

Tony’s Off Third
Bayside Seafood Grill & Bar
Naples

Often considered the “godfather” of the
modern-day fine dining scene in Naples,
Tony Ridgway capped oft his S50-year
restaurant career in 2019 with the publica-
tion of a cookbook — nay, a cook-tome of
500-plus pages titled “Kitchen Privileges.”



PROME-NEW...PROME-NOW...

¢ PROMENADE %

— at Bonita Bay —

With its eclectic mix of shops, boutiques, salons, and eateries there’s never been
a better time to rediscover The Promenade.

Visit PromenadeShops.com for up-to-date events!

26795-26851 South Bay Drive, Bonita Springs, FL34134 @@ Q@O
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Tony Ridgway

LOCAL FLAVOR

Self-taught in the ways of kitchen wiz-
ardry, Chef Ridgway purchased his first
Naples restaurant, Wurst Place, in 1971,
then went on to raise the bar for Naples
dining with Truffles Café and Ridgway
Bar & Grill's predecessor, The Chef ’s
Garden.

He knows a thing or two about fine
dining, so when the occasion calls for
pulling out all the stops, he reserves a ta-
ble at Fuse Gastrobar in Naples.

“Fuse is a great example of a local
restaurant that is beloved by its clientele.
Co-owners Greg Scarlatos, who runs the
kitchen, and Monika Czechowska, who
runs the bar and front of house, know all
their best customers, and they work hard
to turn every new customer into a best
customer;” said Ridgway. “The menu is
diverse and full of unique flavors. Moni-
ka’s cocktail program is as good as it gets.”

Another local favorite where he and
his wife, Wynne, dine on a regular ba-

sis, Alexander’s Garden Restaurant is not
only close to their home, but serves con-
sistently good food. The garden setting
seals the deal for Chef Ridgway, who rec-
ommends the sauteed veal.

H Todd Johnson

Nosh on Naples Bay
Naples

“Every time I go to Barbatella, I tell
myself 'm going to order something
new, says Todd Johnson, chef-owner of
Nosh since January 2022. But inevitably
he ends up ordering the Rigatoni Alla
Norma at the Third Street fixture, subti-
tled a “spirited Italian trattoria.”

The pasta, the tomato sauce, the egg-
plant: He can’t help himself! He’s also a
fan of the Artichoke La Plancha appetiz-
er, served with parsley and garlic aioli. “I
like the comfortable neighborhood vibe
of Barbatella,” he says.

Chef Johnson cut his culinary teeth at
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LOCAL FLAVOR

some of Naples’ finest restaurants, in-
cluding Chef’s Garden and Bistro 821,
and later made a name for himself at Todd Johnson
Fort Myers’ Bistro 41 and most recently
at his Rumrunners restaurant in Cape
Coral for 18 years. Now back in his
hometown, the Johnson & Wales Uni-
versity (North Miami) graduate lives
out his love for small plates and cre-
atively paired fine ingredients at Nosh.

Running their own restaurant leaves
little time for Chef Johnson and his
wife, Dana, to schedule in fine-dining
nights out, but when they do manage _ 3
to steal away, they often make The Cave f W N %?ISH ’
Bistro & Wine Bar in Naples their des- ( 2y
tination.

“It’s a little more intimate than most
places — smaller and not as crazy, said
Johnson. The Johnsons, known for their
love of exploring culinary delights, sa-
vor the expansive array of wines and
appetizers. As a standout choice for a
main course, Johnson highly recom-

mends the perfectly seared scallops. H

WM TILE OUTLETS

OF AMERICA

One-stop shopping for all your
home improvement needs:
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CULTURAL VENUES

LEE COUNTY
H Alliance for the Arts

Theater, art exhibits, classes

— 10091 McGregor Boulevard, Fort
Myers
239-939-2787, artinlee.org

l Barbara B. Mann
Performing Arts Hall

— 13350 Edison Parkway, Fort Myers
239-481-4849, hbmannpah.com

l BIG ARTS

Music, dance, visual arts,
lectures, film and live theater

— 900 Dunlop Road, Sanibel
239-395-0900, bigarts.org

l Bob Rauschenberg

Gallery at FSW
— 8099 College Parkway, Fort Myers

239-489-9313,
bobrauschenberggallery.com

H Broadway Palm
Dinner Theatre

— 1380 College Parkway, Fort Myers
239-278-4422, broadwaypalm.com

B Arts Bonita

— 26100 Old 41 Road, Bonita Springs
239-495-8989, artcenterbonita.org

Hl Cultural Park Theater

— 528 Cultural Park Boulevard, Cape
Coral

239-772-5862, culturalparktheater.
com

Hl FGCU Bower School
of Music

— 10501 FGCU Boulevard, Fort Myers
239-590-1000, fgcu.edu/cas/bsm/
concerts

Ml Florida Repertory
Theatre

— 2268 Bay Street, Fort Myers
239-332-4488, floridarep.org

B Gulf Coast Symphony

— Performances at various locations
in Lee County
239-277-1700, gulfcoastsymphony.org

l Laboratory Theater
of Florida
— 1634 Woodford Avenue, Fort Myers

239-218-0481,
laboratorytheaterflorida.com

Ml Players Circle
Professional theater
cabaret-style music

— 13211 McGregor Boulevard, Fort Myers
239-800-3292, playerscircle.org

and

B Seminole Casino
Hotel Immokalee

— 506 South 1st Street, Immokalee
239-658-1313,
seminoleimmokaleecasino.com

Hl Sidney & Berne Davis
Art Center

— 2301 First Street, Fort Myers
239-333-1933, shdac.com

B Southwest Florida
Symphony
Lee County’s
symphony
— 7500 College Parkway, Fort Myers
239-418-1500, swflso.org
B Theatre Conspiracy
— Alliance of the Arts, Fort Myers
239-936-3239, theatreconspiracy.org

professional
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CHARLOTTE
COUNTY

B Charlotte Harbor
Event & Conference
Center

Concerts, plays, music and
more

— 75 Taylor Street, Punta Gorda
941-833-5444,
charlotteharborecc.com

H Englewood Art
Center

A division of Ringling College
of Art and Design, the
Center focuses on education,
exhibitions and events that
serve as a catalyst for creativity
and art appreciation.

— 350 S. McCall Road
941-474-5548, ringling.edu/EAC

CULTURAL VENUES

l Langdon Playhouse
A venue of the Charlotte
Players

— 1182 Market Circle Street, Murdock
941-625-4175 ext. 220,

charlotteplayers.org

l Lemon Bay
Playhouse

— 96 West Dearborn Street,
Englewood
941-475-6756,

lemonbayplayhouse.com

B Military Heritage
Museum

Home of the 247-seat Gulf
Theater

— 900 W. Marion Avenue,
Punta Gorda

941-205-8545, gulftheater.org

M The Charlotte
Performing Arts Center

— 701 Carmalita Street, Punta Gorda
info@thecpac.net, thecpac.net

H Visual Arts Center

Galleries, art exhibits, classes

— 210 Maud Street, Punta Gorda
941-639-8810, visualartcenter.org

COLLIER
COUNTY

H Artis—Naples
Philharmonic orchestra,

lectures, concerts, art museum

— 5833 Pelican Bay Boulevard,
Naples
239-597-1900, artisnaples.org

Il Cambier Park
Bandshell

Outdoor concerts

—755 8th Avenue South, Naples
239-213-3058

The Visual
Arts Center

..‘§_'.'

H The Norris Center
Music, films, comedy, live
performances

— 755 8th Avenue South, Naples
239-213-3058, www.naplesgov.com

M Gulfshore Playhouse

—755 8th Avenue South, Naples
866-811-4111, gulfshoreplayhouse.org

B Naples Art Institute

— 585 Park Street
239-262-6517, naplesart.org

l The Naples Players

— 701 Fifth Avenue South
239-434-7340, naplesplayers.org

Bl TheatreZone

— Community School of Naples,
13275 Livingston Road

888-966-3352,
theatrezone-florida.com
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ARTFUL SIDE

EXPLORE THE PLETHORA OF ARTISTIC CORNERS

BY NANCI THEORET
Florida Weekly Correspondent

Whatever your intentions for art — sim-
ply appreciating it from the sidelines or
getting knee-deep in the hoopla - art or-
ganizations throughout Southwest Flori-
da provide plenty of opportunities for art
exploration, from exhibitions featuring lo-
cal artists and late masters to single-night
workshops and multiweek classes for all
skill levels and preferred mediums.

B Alliance for the Arts

A visual and performing arts cen-
ter, the Alliance exuberantly embraces
art in its myriad forms. Year-round, it
hosts gallery exhibitions featuring both
established and emerging artists, capti-
vating theater and music performances
(with a spotlight on bluegrass), live-
ly art festivals, and an array of creative
classes catering to all ages and interests.
Representing a vast network of 50+
arts and cultural organizations, along
with a membership of 1,200 artists, this
non-profit organization thrives on curat-
ing unexpected communal experiences.
From jazz to hula and belly dancing,
seamlessly blending art and exercise, to
vibrant greenmarkets and night markets
held at its expansive 10-acre ArtsPark on
McGregor Boulevard.

The 2023-24 theater season features
“Clown Bar” (Nov. 9-26), “Which Way
to the Stage” (Jan. 18-Feb. 3) and “The
Women who Mapped the Stars,” a Feb.8-
18 fundraiser for the Calusa Nature
Center & Planetarium at the Planetar-
ium. As the Alliance’s signature juried
show, the all-Florida exhibition (March
1-30), now in its 38th year, attracts art-
ists throughout the Sunshine State and
entries in drawing, painting, printmak-
ing, video, photography, glass, textiles
and digital media.

The Alliance also offers Fringe Fort
Myers, a three-day non-juried lot-
tery-drawn festival in late May, the
greenmarket every Saturday and Sunday
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., and the night market

“Flowers,” 1970, by Andy Warhol from the exibit
Andy Warhol: A Life in Pop | Works from the Bank of
America Collection

featuring local artist booths and open-
mic performances.

— 10091 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers
239-939-2787, artinlee.org

H The Baker Museum

Start your visit by exploring - and
playing with - the museums 20 or so
outdoor installations. Created by inter-
nationally renowned artists, including
kinetic artists Yaacov Agam and George
Rickey, glass artist Dale Chihuly, and

FOR ADMIRING AND CREATING BRILLIANCE

S
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“Red Wood,” 2018, by Tamara Kostianovsky from
Tamara Kostianovsky: Botanical Revolution

stripe-and-color-loving  conception-
al artist Daniel Buren, the large-scale
sculptures represent the nation’s largest
concentration of public art and are de-
signed for an interactive, immersive ex-
perience that shifts with light, wind and
the environment.

The Baker’s permanent 3,500-work
collection emphasizes 20th and 21st
century American and Mexican contem-
porary works — “Dawn’s Forest,” the mu-
seum’s iconic monumental sculpture by
Louise Nevelson and selections from the
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modern collection of Atlantic Records
founder Ahmet Ertegiin (on display Feb.
10 to June 16). Ongoing exhibits include
“Chihuly Collection,” and “Magritte: Re-
flections of Another World” featuring six
never-shown-in-North-America paint-
ings by the artist known for his amusing
surrealism.

Its 2023-24 show schedule also fea-
tures Tamara Kostianovsky’s “Botanical
Revolution” (through April 7), the annu-
al “Florida Contemporary” exhibit (Oct.
14-June 30), American photographer
“Frank Stewart’s Nexus” (Oct. 14-Jan.
7), “The Art of Food” (Nov. 18-March
10), the public art project “The Faces of
Immokalee” (Nov. 18-April 28), “George
Gershwin and Modern Art” (Feb. 10-
June 16) and “Andy Warhol Portfolios
(April 6-Sept. 8).

— 5833 Pelican Bay Blvd., Naples
239-597-1MM1, artisnaples.org

Ml BIG ARTS Sanibel

BIG ARTS, the hub of everything art
on Sanibel and Captiva, returns to regular
programming in December with a host
of holiday events following an extended
Hurricane Ian intermission. Its full cal-
endar hits a high note in January with
performances by Grammy award-win-
ning vocalist Judith Hill, Metropolitan
Opera soprano Susanna Phillips accom-
panied by clarinetist Anthony McGill
and pianist Myra Huang of the New York
Philharmonic, bluegrass groups Twisted
Pine and Alan Bibey & Grasstowne, plus
tributes to Neil Diamond and piano men
Elton John, Billy Joel, Jerry Lee Lewis,
et al. There’s also contemporary dance a
la Bodytraffic, the comedic “Late Night
Catechism - Sister’s Summer School” and
spring concerts presented by BIG ARTS
concert band and community chorus.

BIG ARTS is also the island destina-
tion for artistic pursuits, with one-day
workshops in watercolors, fused glass,
drawing and Zentangles, which resumed
in October, and multi-week classes be-
ginning in January.

Gallery exhibits now through Jan.
31 include Mariapia Malerba’s manatee
mural “In the Blink of An Eye” and a
retrospective of experimental artist Bea
Pappas. The gallery also showcases paint-

ARTFUL SIDE

ings by Dana Roes and poetry by Brandi
George in “Involution” (Oct. 27-Dec. 10),
the Sanibel-Captiva Art League’s 48th
annual juried exhibit “Imaginary Lines”
(Dec. 15-Jan. 28) and shows by Shah
Hadjebi, Al Chailosky, Wendy Klemperer
and students from Florida SouthWestern
State College.

— 900 Dunlop Road, Sanibel
239-395-0900, bigarts.org

M Arts Bonita

Find your happy place. Arts Bonita,
formerly the Centers for the Arts Bonita
Springs, offers a bevy of fine-art and fun
art experiences. Over 50 multiweek classes
and year-round sessions cover categories
from coiled basketmaking, stone carving,
metalwork, mosaics, mixed media, glass
and jewelry as well as painting, pottery,
pastels, drawing and sculpture. The Atelier
program caters to serious students of the
human form, following the time-honored
academic traditions in cast drawing, figure
study, anatomy and still life.

Arts Bonita also offers workshops,
daylong mini-workshops and single eve-
ning BYOB-optional sessions — our kind
of night class — and hosts exhibits show-
casing the work of its students, faculty and
members. This fall it features the exclusive
“America’s Everglades: Through the Lens
of Clyde Butcher” (Oct. 2-Dec. 29) high-
lighting the black-and-white photos of

internationally renowned local photogra-
pher Clyde Butcher. The show is so big it's
displayed at Arts Bonita’s Visual Arts Cen-
ter on Old 41 Road and the Performing
Arts Center on Bonita Beach Road.

The two locations also offer dance
classes, PG-friendly open mic nights,
documentaries, concerts, and plays.

— Visual Arts Center, 26100 Old 41 Road
Performing Arts Center, 10150 Bonita Beach Road,
Bonita Springs

239-495-8989, artcenterbonita.org

Hl Marco Island Center
for the Arts

Open studios and multiweek classes in
clay, drawing, painting, pastels and stone
channel creativity and artistic expression.
The center’s popular clay curriculum cov-
ers the spectrum of tiny thrown teapots
and cups, each produced from less than
a pound of clay, plus wheel-throwing for
neophytes, mold-making, sculpture, and
themed instruction for crafting cookie jars,
sea creatures and large hand-built figures.
It also offers single-day specialty classes
exploring collage, basketweaving, Chinese
brush painting and batik, plus illustrated
watercolor journaling during a plein-air
session at the Naples Botanical Garden.

As part of jARTE VIVA!, Collier
County’s yearlong tribute to Hispanic
arts and culture, the center’s La Petite
Galerie features colorful “terra guitarra”

“America’s Everglades: Through
the Lens of Clyde Butcher”

COURTESY PHOTO
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paintings by musician and guitarist Bruce
Hecksel (Oct. 9-Nov.21) and “Just Anoth-
er Canvas: Tattoos as Art” (Jan. 8-Feb. 27)
with individual shows by Myriam Kriel
and Margarita Angel. The gallery sched-
ule also includes the Clay Guild’s “Shape
Shifters” (Dec. 4-Jan. 2), the members
show “Past and Present” (March 4-April
2) and student exhibits and the Collier
County High School competition in

April.
— 1010 Winterberry Drive, Marco Island
239-394-4221, marcoislandart.org

H Naples Art Institute

The institute’s multiweek sessions and
short-term workshops cater to aspiring
adult and child artists with introductory
sessions covering the basics of oils, acryl-
ics, watercolors and drawing and classes
in all mediums and art styles for advanced
students — from abstract, trompe loeil
and realism to artist-specific instruction
for painting like Claude Monet, Georgia

ARTFUL SIDE

O’Keeffe and Vincent Van Gogh. The or-
ganization also offers private lessons and
a kid-centric Lego art studio and classes
in comics, creative clay, drawing, collage,
printmaking and college credit-earning
portfolios for students pursuing the Col-
lege Board’s AP Art & Design program.
The institute hosts the Naples Invita-
tional, a biennial survey featuring local
contemporary artists through Oct. 15.
Coming exhibits include “Victor Vasare-
ly: The Absolute Eye” (November through
January), “The Power of Photography:
Iconic Images from the Collection of Peter
Fetterman” (February through April) and
“Childhood Classics: 100 Years of Picture
Book Illustration” (April through June).

— 585 Park St., Naples
239-262-6517, naplesart.org

M Visual Art Center

Local art is the focus of the downtown
Punta Gorda center, where open studios

and on-site classes cater to an array of
artistic interests and exhibits in three
galleries feature plenty of local flavor.
Artistic expression runs the gamut from
drawing, painting and portraits to fiber,
jewelry, glass, pottery, photography and
sculpture. The center’s youth program in-
cludes parent-and-child holiday-themed
crafts for 5- to 7-year-olds, multimedia
painting for 8 to 12 years, and landscape,
faces and figures, color theory and still
life for teens.

Local artists are well represented in
annual and special exhibits: the holiday
showcase featuring gifts and art under
$200, the 3D glass and pottery “Through
the Fire” display (Jan. 9-Feb. 1), the Na-
tional Art Exhibition (Feb. 16-April 12),
Charlotte County student showcases in
April and the member showcase (July
9-Aug. 23).

— 210 Maud St., Punta Gorda
941-639-8810, visualartcenter.org

You Deserve the Very Best in Health Care.

Domingo E. Galliano Jr., MD, FACS, FASCRS
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Boris Borges, MD
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IMAG History &
Science Center

SWFL ATTRACTIONS

LEE COUNTY

B The Bailey-Matthews National

Shell Museum

This one-of-a-kind museum remains
under repair following the impact after
Hurricane Ian. Visitors learn about shells,
mollusks and their natural environment
through exhibits, educational programs,

library services and publications.
— 3075 Sanibel-Captiva Road, Sanibel
239-395-2233, shellmuseum.org

B Edison & Ford Winter Estates

The winter homes of Thomas A. Edison
and Henry Ford, beautifully situated along
the Caloosahatchee River, are among the
greatest historic treasures in Southwest
Florida. Visitors can take guided tours of

the homes, gardens and laboratory.

— 2350 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers
239-334-7419, edisonfordwinterestates.org

M Everglades Wonder Gardens

Embracing a diverse family of rescued
and rehabilitated wildlife, including
Florida alligators, flamingos, macaws,
pythons, turtles, tortoises and more,
the sanctuary boasts a vibrant botanical
collection that offers something for
everyone. Serving as a cornerstone of
Old Florida, this sanctuary beautifully
weaves together the narrative of the past
converging with the future.

— 27180 Old 41 Road, Bonita Springs
239-992-2591, wondergardens.org

H Gator Mike’s Family Fun Park

Cape Coral’s premier family adventure

park has it all: go-cart tracks, miniature
golf, batting cages, midway rides, a zipline
and a 6,000-square-foot arcade.

— 35 N.E. Pine Island Road, Cape Coral
239.574.4386, gatormikes.com

Bl IMAG History & Science
Center

Diveintointeractive displays,aquariums
teeming with fascinating creatures, and
engaging activities for the whole family.
With a focus on STEM education and a
blend of arts, culture, and regional history,
IMAG offers an exceptional experience.
Explore attractions like Science on a
Sphere, Google Earth Wall, Nano Lab,
USS Mohawk Aquarium, and more.

— 2000 Cranford Avenue, Fort Myers
239-243-0043, theimag.org
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DOWNTOWN NAPLES | GOLDEN GATE | BONITA SPRINGS | SAN CARLOS | MARCO ISLAND | EAST NAPLES | PORT CHARLOTTE | LARGO | KINGSWAY | FOUNDERS SQUARE
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M Southern Fresh Farms

Immerse yourself in a world of fresh
produce, local honey, and vibrant flowers.
Discover the magic of hydroponics and
mingle with friendly barnyard animals
at the petting farm. While the little ones
frolic in the playground, kick back by the
waterfall and swing away. Fridays bring
a delightful twist — dive into a new food
truck adventure and groove to live music.
Exciting guided tours await to make your
visit a blast!

— 8500 Penzance Boulevard, Fort Myers
southernfreshfarms.com

COLLIER COUNTY

Bl The Baker Museum at
Artis—Naples

A world-class paradise that combines
hasizi J d cultivated  tropical gardens with
Emphasizing modern A& beautifully restored natural habitats

contemporary art. — 4820 Bayshore Drive, Naples

— 5833 Pelican Bay Boulevard, Naples 239.643.7275, naplesgarden.org
239-597-1111, artisnaples.org '

W Naples Botanical Garden Hl C’mon, Golisano Children’s

Naples Botanical
Garden

Museum of Naples

Celebrate the natural curiosity of
children in this dynamic space that
encourages exploration and discovery.

— 15080 Livingston Road, Naples
239-514-0084, cmon.org

Your DESTINATION for

CONSIGNMENT

Shopping in Southwest Florida!

Shop us for Louis Vuitton, Chanel, Gucci, Johnny Was, Tory Burch, Eileen
Fisher, Lilly Pulitzer, Joseph Ribkoff, Lululemon, Saint Laurent, Hermes,
Dior, Fendi, Cartier, Love Shack Fancy, David Yurman...plus so much more!

WHAT 2 WEAR

FLORIBRWEEKLY

Fabulous

Designer
Labels!

13251 McGregor Blvd. #104 - Fort Myers, FL 33919 239.540.0291

f WHAT 2 WEAR OF SWFL



The Lighthouse Wealth Management Team
FROM LTO R: Bethany Spurlock, Tara Lowman, Craig White, Judy Lowman,
Caleb Lowman, Ben Lane, Glen Rauch, Jessica Luchan, Dawn Salerno

e Charitable giving

* Florida domicile advantages
 Financial risk management
® Business advisory services

e Legacy plannin
99y planniing LIGHTHOUSE

Wealth Management, LLC

“To be a beacon in the storm you have to stand above the waves.”

Call: (239) 344-7575 | Email: caleb.lowman@lwm-llc.com | Visit: www.lwm-llc.com

Investment products and services are offered through Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network, LLC (WFAFN),
Member SIPC. Lighthouse Wealth Management, LLC is a separate entity from WFAFN. CAR-0822-02234



Let Our Solid Reputation Be Your Guarantee!

BECKER 230-351 6820

[HOME MAINTENANCE] BECKERHOMEMAINTENANCE.COM

’TJ M @
ol L lod

FLOORING CABINET INSTALLATION PROFESSIONAL PAINTING

CONTRACTOR & MILL WORK CARPENTRY HANDYMAN SERVICES CONTRACTOR
A full-service flooring contractor, A reliable team to install cabinets, We strive to provide our clients A full-service painting contractor:
we have you covered! baseboards, door casings, crown with the highest level of We take tremendous pride in doing
molding and more. professionalism and crafismanship. an outstanding job.

We are a professional home maintenance company offering a wide variety of solutions for both residential
and commercial properties in Southwest Florida. As a full-service handyman company with multiple licenses
and trades, we can tackle most any project in your home or business. From day one, we have worked towards
becoming a trustworthy team of professionals with a proven reputation!

CUSTOM HOME BUILDER

LUXURY DESIGN.
EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY.
SUPERIOR EXPERIENCE.

We are a full-service new home construction
firm specializing in high-end, luxury custom
houses for Naples, Bonita Springs, Estero, and
Fort Myers residents. We specialize in complete
custom kitchens, bathrooms, and outdoor
kitchen remodeling. We pride ourselves in
turning houses into homes.

PROFESSIONAL & RELIABLE
BECKER "“lmatophone 239-285-7174

CUSTOM BUILDERS info@beckercustombuilders.com
- Calt 7o BECKERCUSTOMBUILDERS.COM

5880 Shirley Street # 201, Naples 34109
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B Naples Zoo at
Caribbean Gardens

A paved path almost a mile in length
winds past rare and wonderful animals
residing within a tropical garden that was
planted in 1919. Guests delight in seeing
many of their favorite animals and also
discover an array of rarely seen creatures
such as the endangered Malagasy fossas,
Red River hogs, and Asian deer that bark
and eat meat.

— 1590 Goodlette-Frank Road, Naples
239-315-7626, napleszoo.org

Naples Zoo at
Caribbean Gardens

A

H Naples Pier

As a beloved Naples icon, this historic
structure, initially established in 1888
for freight and passenger transportation,
is undergoing renovation following the
aftermath of Hurricane Ian. Standing
tall and stretching 1,000 feet into the
Gulf of Mexico, it has been a cherished
community landmark for generations.

— 25 12th Avenue South, Naples
239-213-1800, naplesgov.com

TS

" .II'.
[ W

DONATE ¢ SHOP * SUPPORT!

Your Gifts provide Safe Shelter & Support Services to Victims

of Domestic Violence and Human Trafficking & their Pets
ALL SERVICES PROVIDED FREE OF CHARGE

We accept donations of gently used clothing,
shoes, accessories, household items & furniture

FAST, FREE PICK-UP OF FURNITURE
(239) 434-7115

4 THE SHELTER
OPTIONS SHOPPE

S I_[ t li [_ [{ FINE RESALE BOUTIQUE & FURNITURE

968 2nd Ave. North, Naples * 239-434-7115
Hours: Mon-Sat: 9:30 am-5 pm - Sun: 12-4 pm

SHELTER CRISIS LINE - 239-775-1101
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M The Holocaust Museum &
Education Center of
Southwest Florida
The museum’s mission is to promote
respect and understanding by teaching
the history and lessons of the Holocaust
through artifacts that tell individual
stories within the larger history of the
Holocaust. Special events include touring
exhibits and guest lecturers.
— 975 Imperial Golf Course Boulevard, Suite 108,
Naples
239-263-9200, HMCEC.org

B REVS Institute

Recognized by Tripadvisor as one of
the top Things-to-Do in Naples, REVS
Institute is widely regarded as one of the
top automotive museums in the world.
Nearly every vehicle in the collection
has been masterfully restored according
to exacting historical standards and is
maintained in peak operational condition.
Tickets for admission must be purchased
in advance.

— 2500 S. Horseshoe Drive, Naples
239-687-7387, revsinstitute.org

B Rookery Bay Environmental
Learning Center

On the way to Marco Island, find
four research laboratories, classrooms, a
140-seat auditorium and a visitor center
with a variety of hands-on experiences.
Enjoy the 2,300-gallon aquarium and
interactive exhibits about the research
and stewardship efforts ongoing within
the Rookery Bay National Estaurine
Research Reserve.

— 300 Tower Road, Naples
239-530-5972, rookerybay.org

CHARLOTTE COUNTY

Il Babcock Ranch Eco-Tours
Immerse yourself in Old Florida’s good

nature, from swamp buggy tours to home

cooking at the Gator Shack restaurant.

— 8502 FL-31, Punta Gorda
800-500-5583, babcockranchecotours.com

Hl Blanchard House Museum

Check the website for updates on
Hurricane Ian repairs and plans for

SWFL ATTRACTIONS

reopening.

Built in 1925 as a home for Joseph
Blanchard, a Black sea captain and key
member of the early Punta Gorda business
community, the museum is devoted to
the procurement, preservation, study and
display of materials related to the history,
culture and contributions of African
Americans in Charlotte County.

— 406 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Punta Gorda
941-575-7518, blanchardhousemuseum.org

H Charlotte Harbor
Environmental Center

Visitors will find more than 20
educational programs and more than
8 miles of hiking trails and other
recreational opportunities.

— 10941 Burnt Store Road, Punta Gorda
941-575-5435, checflorida.org

H The James and Barbara
Moore Observatory

Attendees can immerse themselves
in an enchanting cosmic experience,
typically commencing 30-45 minutes
after dusk (weather permitting). These
captivating sessions continue as long as
one is captivated by the celestial display.
Early arrivers have the opportunity to

The James and Barbara

enjoy lakeside views from picnic tables
while the equipment is set up. Please
check the organization’s website for
scheduled session dates.

—Florida SouthWestern State College
941-637-3518, fsw.edu/charlotte/observatory

B The Military Heritage Museum

Home to artifacts and memorabilia
representing most military conflicts in
which the U.S. has participated.

— 900 W. Marion Ave., Punta Gorda
941.575.9002, militaryheritagemuseum.org

H Octagon Wildlife Sanctuary

Pack a picnic lunch and spend a day at
the sanctuary that provides recovery and
living environments for abandoned and
abused exotic wildlife.

— 41660 Horseshoe Road, Punta Gorda
239-543-1130, octagonwildlife.org

H Redneck Mud Park

The largest off-road mud camp in the
Sunshine State has an oval race track,
mudding trails, camping, RV parking and
mud holes.

— 44570 Bermont Road, Punta Gorda
239-600-4783, redneckmudpark.com
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COMETRYIT!

HAVE FUN, WIN SOME CASH & SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL CHARITIES!

Charlotte
Harbor Bingo
1700 Tamiami Trail, 4200 Tamiami Trail,
Port Charlotte, FL 33948 Port Charlotte, FL 33952
941-255-1266 941-255-5965
www.bingotrail.com www.charlotteharborbingo.com

WWW.PORTCHARLOTTEBINGOHALLS.COM
OPERATED BY LOCAL CHARITIES « FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK FOR DAILY UPDATES.
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NEWS & INFO

FLORIDA WEEKLY

Florida Weekly, a member of the
Hoffmann Family of Companies,
is one of the largest circulating
newsweeklies in Florida, distributing
more than 90,000 papers in Lee,
Collier, Charlotte, Palm Beach and
Monroe counties reaching more than
220,000 readers in print,
online and mobile each
week. We provide weekly
print editions, online, iPad and mobile
for your iPhone or Android devices.

e

ELECTRONIC

H Online - In addition to our
complete print edition, our website,
www. floridaweekly.com, provides
photo galleries, contests, pickup
locations, special sections and profiles
of all of our advertisers.

M iPad — Read the entire edition of
Florida Weekly in an easy-to-navigate
format. Go to the iTunes store and
download the app to read Florida
Weekly anywhere.

M iPhone/Android — Download the
easy-to-navigate smart phone version
of Florida Weekly at the iTunes Store
or the Google Play Store.

M QR code - Scan the Florida Weekly
QR code at thousands of locations

to open your phone browser to the
current edition of the paper.

PRINT

Weekly editions covering: Fort Myers,
Naples, Bonita Springs, Punta Gorda/
Port Charlotte and Palm Beach
Gardens/ Jupiter. Monthly editions:
Key West, Babcock Ranch Telegraph
and Town Chronicle, covering
Sarasota County. Bi-monthly edition:
Ave Maria Sun.

H At Home (monthly on the first
Thursday) — Charlotte County’s guide
to everything about the home.

H Healthy Body (monthly on the third
Thursday) — Charlotte County’s guide
to your health.

M Best Doctors (January) — A
comprehensive guide to doctors and

medical services in Southwest Florida.
M Destination SWFL (March) — All
about the region’s communities,
attractions, shopping and events to
make a visit the best it can be. We also
share some insider secrets to help
visitors and new residents experience
SWFL like a local.

M Arts Preview (November and
February) — Our definitive guide to
what’s coming up in theater, music,
festivals and more.

H Florida Weekly’s Best (May) —
Florida Weekly’s intrepid writers and
editors scour South Florida looking
for the best of everything and bestow
dozens of Flamingo awards.

H Pet Lovers (July) — A salute to our
fury companions.

Hl Businesses of Distinction
(September or October depending

on market) — Our nod to the local
business community.

H Southwest Florida Newcomers
Guide (November) — Everything

you need to know to settle down in
paradise. l

©

BEACH POTTERY ETC
FT. MYERS BEACH

17980 San Carlos Blvd ¢ Fort Myers Beach ¢ 239-437-4211

1.5 miles before the bridge ¢ Open Every Day
www.fortmyersbeachpottery.com

The 3
Flamingos

FLORIBRWEEKLY
2020-2023

‘ (/mz V4 find just what you need to é/zyéz‘en

your home or add a little flair outside.

« Large Glazed Planters

* Local Original Art

* Chainsaw Wood Carvings

« Talavera Mexican Pottery

« Lightweight Composite
Indoor Pots

« Metal Wall Art

« Souvenirs, Gifts, Jewelry,
Hats, Bags, Beachwear _

* And Much MORE! 3




Planning for
Tomorrow, Today

In Collier County, an estimated $34.8 billion of Collier
County wealth will change hands from local baby boomers
to their children, grandchildren, and loved ones by 2032.

If just 3 percent of that is willed to the Collier Community

Foundation, it could result in a $1 billion endowment that
could generate over $50 million in grantmaking each year,
supporting the programs that benefit our local youth,
families, seniors, and veterans, our environment,
and other community needs—forever!

Whether you grew up here, started a business here, or
retired here, you are invested in our community.

Is it time to think about giving here?
We can help you support the community you love.
Call us at 239-649-5000 to learn more.

COLLIER

COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION"

e ==

-
-

Baker Senior Center Naples

TS ]
IS

-

2

upe Center

It’s important to understand that this financial
event is taking place and that we need to talk to
our supporters about it. We rely on the Collier
Community Foundation to educate nonprofits
on issues such as the upcoming wealth transfer,
which may not be on our immediate radar.

— Donna McGinnis
President/CEQ, Naples Botanical Garden

1110 Pine Ridge Road, Suite 200 Naples, FL 34108
239-649-5000 @ @ © colliercF.org

Informed giving. Powerful results.”
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BUILT IN SWFL

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA'S LIVING OPTIONS WILL SUIT ANY BUDGET
AND STYLE. ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS TAKE YOUR PICK.

MEDIAN HOME PRICES:
AUGUST 2023

M Cape Coral-Fort Myers MSA
$405,810
Year-over-year change: -1.4 percent

B Naples-Immokalee-Marco Island MSA
$732,000
Year-over-year change: 1.9 percent

M Punta Gorda MSA
$371,500
Year-over-year change: -2.3 Percent

—Source: Florida Realtors
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DuncanTheatre.org - Box Office 561.868.3309 - 2024 SEASON

MODERN DANCE SERIES
FRIDAY & y,er,gJ,u NIGHT at'8 M

COMPLEXIONS CONTEMPORARY BALLET JAN19 & 20
BODYTRAFFICFEB2 & 3

GRUPO CORPO FEB 23 & 24

PAUL TAYLOR DANCE COMPANY MARCH 15 & 16

I THE MIDTONN MEN
THE EVERLY BROTHERS EXPERIENCE
STARRING THE ZMED BROTHERS WED, JAN 10 at 8PM Ie”ule 66“8'

THE MIDTOWN MEN MON, JAN 22 at 8p" . STARS FROM THE ORIGINAL BROADWAY CAST OF JERSEY BOYS
SOUNDS OF SOUL MON FEB 12 at 8P |

JAZZ AT LINCOLN CENTER PRES ;1

SING & SWING MON, MAR T1 _' BPI

REMEMBERING BOBBY“~ VEE MON,

Ilh

TAYLOR DAYNE TUE, JANUARY 9 at 8PM
THE MUSIC OF BILLY JOEL & ELTON JOHN STARRING
MICHAEL CAVANAUGH THUR, FEB 29 at 8PM
ABBACADABRA - THE ULTIMATE ABBA
TRIBUTE TUE, MAR 19 at 8PM

i,
A= y _ .
il
NEAVE TRIO WED, JAN 17 at 2PM
TESLA QUARTET WED, FEB 14 at 2PM

VERONA QUARTET WED, FEB 28 at 2PM
EVREN OZEL, PIANO WED, MAR 13 at 2PM

All programs, artists and dates are subject to change. No refund or exchange after purchase.

745 Cultural
¥ Council

4200 Congress Ave

PALM BEACH STATE
e | LAKEWORTH (195 Exit #63, west 1 mile)

COLLEGE

Florid
ARTS & CULTURE
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ROBOTICS

\ VY

A new knee for a more active you.*

Thanks to robotic technology.

Having chronic knee pain shouldn’t mean giving

up the things you love. Thankfully, Zimmer Biomet
has a new way to keep you moving: ROSA robotic
technology. Our specially trained surgeons use
ROSA Robotics to personalize the approach to knee
replacement — providing a solution that works for
you and your unique anatomy. Find a surgeon near
you today to find out whether treatment is right for
you, and the risks of knee replacement.

Learn more at rosarobotics.com

ZIMMER BIOMET

Your progress. Our promise?

Zimmer Biomet is a medical device manufacturer that provides products and other services used by health care professionals to create personalized care plans. Zimmer Biomet is not a medical professional
and does not practice medicine. The persons in these advertisements are models and not actual recipients of Zimmer Biomet products and services. Results are not necessarily typical and will vary due to
health, weight, activity and other human variables. *Not all patients are candidates for joint procedures or ROSA robotic technology. Only a medical professional can determine the treatment appropriate
for your specific condition. Talk to your surgeon about whether joint replacement is right for you and the risks of the procedure, including the risk of impact wear, loosening, breakage, failure or risk of
infection, all of which could require additional surgery. For general information on joint pain and technology, visit www.zimmerbiomet.com or call 1.800.447.5633. ©2021 Zimmer Biomet.



Improving the
Quality of Life.

Dr. Eichten is a Board Certified Orthopedic
Surgeon, specializing in joint replacement
of the hip, knee and shoulder. Dr. Eichten
and his team are committed to providing
personalized orthopedic care, and have
helped thousands of patients using the most
advanced techniques in orthopedic care.

o O\ and Fellowship Trained in Joint
W\l Replacement Orthopedic Surgeon

| David
8l Eichten, po. v
Board Certified (AOBOS) \

f‘v‘%" e u&w“"’ %. ,.;-w N
Spemahzmg In:

« Minimally Invasive Joint Replacement

o Partial & Robotic Total Knee Replacements

« Anterior Supine Total Hip Replacement

 Reverse & Total Shoulder Replacement

- Lipogems Regenerative Medicine #¥LPGiEMS

SURGEONS Dr. Eichten on being

OF FLORIDA the 2023 Official
“The Best Surgeons in the Joint” Commun |ty Choice

Visit our Award Winner
website for
VYol a 1ol NI 00 2.39.337.2003  Ft. Myers: 7331 College Pkwy, Suite 300

www.dreichten.com 000@ EXT. 9819 @ Naples: 1020 Crosspointe Dr., Suite 110
I
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Aerial view of
Gasparilla Island State
Park on Boca Grande

SWFL COMMUNITIES

IMMERSE IN THE COASTAL CHARMS
AND GREEN RETREATS OF SWFL

H Alva

This rural, unincorporated swath of Lee
County east of Fort Myers is a place of citrus
groves, cattle, oak trees and woodland trails
ideal for horseback riding.

An assumption many newcomers make
is that the town must be named for Thomas
Alva Edison, the inventor who owned a
winter home in Fort Myers. Not so. Sea
captain Peter Nelson chose the name for
the small white flowers, called alvas, that he
found here in the late 19th century.

Residents have been successful at
preserving Alvas charms. No big condos,
overpasses or shopping malls here. Alva
was beautiful when Capt. Nelson first
ventured up the river, and it remains
much the same today.

M Ave Maria
One of Southwest Florida’s fastest
growing areas is the town of Ave Maria.

About a half-hour drive east of Naples,
it was founded in 2007 by Barron Collier
Companies, the founding family of
Collier County, and Tom Monaghan, the
founder of Domino’s Pizza.

Today’s Ave Maria is home to thousands
of residents and growing commercial
businesses as well as private schools,
including Ave Maria University. The focal
point of the town center is the Ave Maria
Catholic Church.

l Babcock Ranch

Babcock Ranch is a solar-powered city
destined to house around 50,000 residents
at buildout. It’s also a regional outdoor
adventure destination, with walking/
cycling trails and lakes stocked with bass,
all among a mosaic of oak hammocks
and dry prairie, palmetto flatwoods and
cypress domes.

Start discovering Babcock at Woodlea

Hall in the town’s Founder’s Square. The
civic and information hub of Babcock,
it is perhaps the most important initial
destination for first-time visitors, whether
here to enjoy a day on the lake or to
learn more about Babcock Neighborhood
School (grades K-5) and Babcock High
School (grades 6-11, with grade 12
coming in the next academic year).

H Boca Grande

Called “the preppiest place on Earth”
by The Wall Street Journal, this tony
resort community on Gasparilla Island
is an outpost of charm, grace and wealth.
The town centerpiece is the grand and
gracious Gasparilla Inn, circa 1911 and
with three croquet lawns. It’s not all about
lawn bowling and the beach here, though.
The village has a picturesque bicycle path
and is home to the World’s Richest Tarpon
Tournament.



bonita

CONCERTS &
THEATRE

Jazz / Blues / Rock / Latin
Bluegreass / Musical Theatre

EDUCATION
\eyer
Jil \A;, j

Musical Theatre / Dance / Art Classes
Camps / Scholarships

Arts Bonita is supported in part by funding from:

Florid
@ ARTS 8 CULTURE

BONITA SPRINGS

uuuuuuuuuuuuuu
ooooooooooooo

Collaboratory”

EXPRESSION | EDUCATION | EXPERIENCE

AGR

Centers for the Arts Bonita Springs

ART FESTIVALS &

EXHIBITIONS

Regional Artists & Members
National Art Festivals

Pottery / Sculpture / Painting / Drawing
Dance / Theatre
One-Night Art & Wine Events

Performing Arts Center
10150 Bonita Beach Rd.
Visual Arts Center
26100 Old 41 Rd.

239.495.8989
ArtsBonita.org

< |1'-||l| mr




PINCHERSUSA.COM (i ©

VISIT A LOGATION
NEAREST TO YOU!

0] 77 S F——

oy AALLDAY !
| 2 Every DAY!!
Secesscscsce m ........ ¥ \

See server for full details. |

vour uLTIMATE QL

*AWARD* j & CATERING COMPANY!
|ﬂ’llll!l||(; TP S ———
BARBEOUE |
it ;{f,,j- 138 SW PINE ISLAND RD.

239-3471-1033

s:r..ow} |
* AND *
r.owd

NAPLES

4519 TAMIAMI TRAILE.
239-732-8392

-----

B TEXASTONYS.COM
6o

0000000000000000000

LOCATED ON MONROE CANAL

3051 STRINGFELLOW ROAD
ST.JAMES CITY, FL-33956

239-283-5555
OPEN DAILY 11AM-10PM

Be sure to visit our other Local and Family Owned restaurant.
Visit DEEPLAGOON.COM for locations. Reservations strongly recommended.
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H Bonita Springs

This golf mecca in southern Lee County
is much more than tee boxes and greens.
Indeed, there are numerous golf courses
throughout the city’s 39 or so square
miles, but there’s a whole lot more here,
too.

The Centers for the Arts Bonita Springs
is home for film festivals, art shows,
performances and classes of all kinds
for all ages. There’s also Riverside Park,
complete with a bandshell.

Everglades Wonder Gardens, a
charming throwback to the days of
Florida roadside attractions, has been
right there along Old 41 Road since 1936.
There’s also Shangri-La Springs, a stately
property that opened in 1921 and has
been revitalized in recent years to offer
an organic garden and restaurant, fitness
studio and spa, a gift shop and an event/
wedding venue.

Longtime residents know their city has
come a long way in a short period of time.
In 1970, the population was just a bit shy

SWFL COMMUNITIES

of 2,000 and today, it's approximately
57,000.

H Cape Coral

Back in the late 1950s, two visionary
Baltimore businessmen, brothers Leonard
and Jack Rosen, essentially created Cape
Coral by buying a huge swath of land,
bulldozing trees and digging one of the
world’s most extensive canal systems.

Then the people started coming. And
they haven’t stopped. Today, Cape Coral
is the largest city in Southwest Florida
in size and population, a community of
almost 200,000 people spread over 120
square miles. Where early locals once
hunted and fished in a vast expanse of
pine trees and palmettos is now a place
where people of all ages shop, dine, work,
raise families and enjoy retirement.

Get the protection your
home and auto deserve

Tim Collier LUTCF, Agent
Bus: 239-541-4444

Fax: 888-463-5415
www.timcollieragency.com

I'm a 5th generation Floridian who understands how to best protect your

assets with the right amount and type of coverage...Insurance for home, auto,

boat, motorcycle, golf carts, and more all for surprisingly great rates! We are
committed to protecting the people in our community. Let me help you too!

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Complimentary quotes. Let’s talk today!

oo StateFarm

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas
State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company

State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL

State Farm Florida Insurance Company,
Winter Haven, FL

2001735
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H Englewood

Englewood straddles two counties,
Charlotte and Sarasota, but it’s a singular
place.

So much can be found around its
bustling, art-district heart on West
Dearborn Street. Just east of town, visitors
can hike, camp and ride bikes in the
Myakka State Forest. On the other side of
Englewood is Manasota Key, a beautiful
barrier island with restaurants and
cottages overlooking the Gulf of Mexico.

H Estero

Estero used to be little more than a
wide spot on U.S. 41 between Fort Myers
and Naples, an unincorporated place
where folks grew oranges and fished the
Estero River.

Butsince Dec. 31,2014, itis the Village of
Estero, Lee County’s newest incorporated
community, bustling beyond what
anybody might have imagined even very
late in the 20th century.

SWFL COMMUNITIES

Bits of the past remain at the Koreshan
State Historic Site, which preserves 11
buildings that provide a glimpse into
the Koreshan Unity, a religious cult that
moved here in 1894. The Koreshans
are gone now, but a vibrant community
where business mixes with pleasure
remains.

M Fort Myers

Fort Myers was incorporated in 1885
with a population of 349 and two years
later became the county seat when Lee
County was carved out of what was then
Monroe County. Today the downtown
area along the Caloosahatchee River is
known as the River District, speckled
with architectural gems such as the Sidney
& Berne Davis Art Center, the Burroughs
Home (built in 1901) and the Lee County
Courthouse, which was constructed in
1915.

The city’s diverse art scene includes
Florida Repertory Theatre, the Broadway
Palm Dinner Theatre, Barbara B. Mann

Performing Arts Hall, Theatre Conspiracy
and Laboratory Theater of Florida.

Two Major League Baseball teams, the
Boston Red Sox and Minnesota Twins, call
Fort Myers their Spring Training home.

Physicians’
Primary
Carextx

OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

PPCSWFL.com | (239) 275-5522
Cape Coral | Fort Myers | Lehigh Acres
“Let Our Family Take Care of Your Family”

~Newbort,
Toddler, onss
Husband®==

We Take Care of Kids of All Ages.

PEDIATRICS

e Open every day, all year

e Well-child checkups

e Same-day sick appointments
e Newborn care

ADULT MEDICINE

e Annual physical exams

e Comprehensive care and treatment
e Treatment of chronic conditions
e Preventative medicine
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H Fort Myers Beach

Fort Myers Beach on Estero Island,
although heavily impacted by Hurricane
Ian, standsresilient. Once a vibrant 7-mile-
long haven of beaches, hotels, restaurants
and shops, this beloved beach community
is rallying together for an inspiring
journey of rebuilding, restoration, and
recovery that will showcase its strength
and resilience in the years to come. The
community’s determination and spirit
will reignite the island’s charm, making
it an even more remarkable destination.

Long before the first Europeans reached
the area in the 1500s, the native Calusa
resided on the island. Remnants of their
time and culture are at the Mound House,
an early 20th century cottage built atop
one of the mounds the Calusa tucked
away from the main road. While the
structure survived the storm, the Mound
House remained closed to the public
weeks after the storm while officials
ensured its stability.

B Immokalee

Immokalee — “my home” in the
Seminole language — has a connection
to millions of Americans who likely have
never even heard of it: About 90% of
the nation’s winter tomatoes come from
farmland here. Cucumbers, bell peppers
and citrus also are major crops.

But Immokalee is about more than
farming. Seminole Casino Immokalee
and its hotel stay abuzz with gaming, food
and drink, special shows and concerts.

M Lehigh Acres

In some ways, Lehigh Acres resembles
Cape Coral. Both were created by
visionary Northern businessmen in the
1950s and have grown beyond what
anybody could have predicted 60 years
ago.

But while Cape Coral long ago became
an incorporated city, Lehigh Acres
remains an unincorporated, 86-square-
mile tract of eastern Lee County that
about 120,000 people call home.

Known as a community where housing
is affordable, its location just east of I-75
puts it within easy driving distance of
downtown Fort Myers, Southwest Florida
International Airport, Florida Gulf Coast
University and the region’s beaches and
golf courses.

SWFL COMMUNITIES

H Marco Island

The largest of the Ten Thousand Islands
and about a four-hour boat ride from Key
West, Marco is the perfect place for all sorts
of water sports, from kayaking and standup
paddleboarding to fishing and sailing.

Once you cross the SS Jolley Bridge
from the mainland, you'll find everything
you need for a good time: hotels,
restaurants, shops, beaches, golf courses
and plenty of ways to get out and enjoy
the water, including 6 miles of beaches.
Off the sand, there’s the Marco Island
Historic Museum and the Marco Island
Art Center.

M Pine Island

Along with Fort Myers Beach and
Sanibel-Captiva Islands, this 18-mile-
long stretch, Floridas largest island, bore
the brunt of Hurricane Ian’s devastating
force.

Before the storm, Pine Island provided
a pleasant glimpse into Florida’s past, to a
time before high-rise condos and five-star
resorts. Its no-frills communities include
Bokeelia to the north to St. James City to
the south. Before driving onto the island,
motorists go through Matlacha (“mat-
la-SHAY”). Wiped out by Hurricane
Ian but with a temporary road now in
place, the once-walkable span connecting
Matlacha and Pine Island proudly bore
the nickname “The Fishingest Bridge in
the World”

Hl Port Charlotte

When Forbes magazine in 2015 named
the best 25 places to retire in America,
Port Charlotte was on the list.

Forbes noted that the cost of living was
8% lower in Port Charlotte than the rest of
the country and cited the unincorporated
community for its above-average air
quality and low rate of serious crime. It

o SR - 2
ts across Factory Bay in Marco Island.
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also has great recreation, shopping and
culture.

And just a short drive to airports in
Punta Gorda, Sarasota and Fort Myers,
Port Charlotte isn't just a great place to
retire, as Forbes noted. It’s a great place to
live, period.

Bl Punta Gorda

In Punta Gorda, time is divided between
now and B.C., or Before Charley, the
powerful hurricane that barreled through
the city in 2004.

In the wake of the storm, Punta Gorda
essentially reinvented itself.

Nestled along the water where the Peace
River meets Charlotte Harbor, the city
retains that old-time Florida feel with a
historic district near a charming downtown.
Although small, Punta Gorda offers much
in the way of beauty, art and culture. One
of the biggest post-Charley changes was the
addition of the Charlotte Harbor & Event
Center, a waterfront venue for all sorts
of activities a short walk from downtown
restaurants, shops and galleries.

H Sanibel-Captiva

The reopening of the Sanibel Causeway
linking these barrier islands to the Lee
County mainland within two weeks
of Hurricane lan was an astonishing
accomplishment by all measures. It was
1963 when the 3-mile-long span first made
the islands accessible by car. Check for
updates about public access to the islands.

Residents and visitors alike all look
forward to the day when Sanibel and
Captiva welcome beachcombers back to
do the “Sanibel Stoop” in search of shells,
to pedal miles of idyllic bike paths and
to hike, bike or drive through the J.N.
“Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge,
where more than 220 species of birds
come to roost. M
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LEE COUNTY

H Lee Health operates:
Cape Coral Hospital

www.FloridaWeeklyNewcomers.com | FLORIDA WEEKLY

ShorePoint Health Punta Gorda
809 East Marion Avenue
941-639-3131

M Prime Healthcare
Services operates:
Lehigh Regional Medical Center

Ml Physicians Regional
Healthcare System
operates:

636 Del Prado Boulevard
239-424-2000

1500 Lee Boulevard, Lehigh Acres
239-369-2101

Physicians Regional Medical
Center - Collier Boulevard

Il HCA Florida
Healthcare operates:

Golisano Children’s Hospital of COLLIER ggg%gzlg%ro%oulevard, Naples HCA Florida Englewood Hospital
Southwest Florida o 700 Medical Boulevard

9981 South HealthPark Drive, COUNTY Physicians Regional Medical 941-475-6571

Fort M .

2393035437 Bl NCH Healthcare Center - North HCA Florida Fawcett Hospital

Gulf Coast Medical Center
13681 Doctors Way, Fort Myers

System operates:

1285 Creekside Boulevard, Naples
239-260-6631

Physicians Regional Medical

21298 Ocean Boulevard, Port
Charlotte
941-629-1181

Baker Hospital Downtown
350 7th Street South, Naples
239-610-4377

239-343-1000
HealthPark Medical Center

Center - Pine Ridge

6101 Pine Ridge Road, Naples Find a physician

9981 South HealthPark Drive, North Naples Hospital 239-348-4000 or caregiver

Fort Myers 11190 Health Park Boulevard, . . )
239.343-5000 Naples CHARLOTTE tioners actow Lee, Collir, and
Lee Memorial Hospital .239-624-5000’ 239-610-4377 COUNTY Charlotte counties with Florida
2776 Cleveland Avenue, Fort Myers ! . Weekly’s esteemed compilation, Best
239-343-2000 M ShorePoint Health Doctors. Navigate to FloridaWeekly.
The Rehabilitation Hospital at operates: com, choose your specific area,
Lee Memorial Hospital ShorePoint Health Port Charlotte then.acgess th}s valpable 1_‘eso,u ree
2776 Cleveland Avenue, Fort Myers by clicking on ‘Special Sections’ fol-

2500 Harbour Boulevard K )

239-343-3900 941-766-4122 lowed by ‘Best Doctors. M
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LIFETIME WARRANTY
THE LOWEST PRICES!

Don’t wait through another Hurricane Season!
Take advantage of the opportunity now and let our
experienced staff help make your home more beautiful,
energy efficient and secure against whatever man and
mother nature can throw at you.

FREE Estimates! Call Now! 239-936-2900

www.Affordable WindowSystems.com
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AFFORDABLE
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Visit Our Showroom: 4001 Warehouse Road, Fort Myers, FL 33916
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SWFL SPORTS

BEYOND THE SUN AND SAND: DELVING INTO AN
ECLECTIC ATHLETIC LANDSCAPE

BY GLENN MILLER
Florida Weekly Correspondent

Any sport that doesnt require
mountains or snow likely is played
somewhere in Southwest Florida, a sun-
splashed haven for nearly every sporting
dream. Well, almost. We've got bocce
and disc golf, traditional golf, mountain
biking, tennis and pickleball plus spectator
sports such as professional baseball and
Division 1 collegiate basketball and one
of the nation’s finest junior college athletic
programs.

There’s also croquet and shuffleboard,
swimming and tennis, softball and
volleyball. That includes indoor and
beach versions of volleyball.

Four Major League Baseball teams

make their Spring Training homes here:
the Boston Red Sox and Minnesota
Twins in Lee County, the Tampa Bay
Rays in Charlotte County and the Atlanta
Braves in North Port, which is in Sarasota
County.

Southwest Florida is blessed with a
division 1 collegiate athletic program
at Florida Gulf Coast University and
features a top-flight junior college athletic
program at Florida SouthWestern State
College. Both schools are in Lee County
and have on-campus arenas for their
basketball and volleyball teams as well as
baseball diamonds.

In Collier County, Ave Maria University
has arobust athletic program that includes
men’s baseball, basketball, football, golf,
tennis and women’s basketball, soccer,

lacrosse, softball, and beach and indoor
volleyball.

The region has minor-league sports
such as the Fort Myers Mighty Mussels
baseball team and the Florida Everblades
hockey team.

Il Bowling, Bocce and Croquet
Although Southwest Florida is blessed
with 12 months of sunshine and warm
weather and abundant outdoor sports
opportunities for participants and
spectators, indoor sports also abound.
Bowling alleys proliferate in the region,
from north to south. A quick survey
finds more than we can mention here
but the list finds Bowland Beacon in
Naples, Bowland Midpoint in Cape Coral
and Bowland Port Charlotte in that
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community.

No list of local bowling facilities would
likely be complete without a mention of
Gator Lanes, a fixture in Fort Myers since
1978.

Bocce is another sport that includes
rolling a ball but is typically played
outdoors. In Southwest Florida, that
means 12 months of outdoor bocce.

There are bocce courts available in
community parks such as Veteran’s
Community Park and Cambier Park in

Naples and Veterans Park in Cape Coral.

Babcock Ranch offers bocce as well as a
wide range of other sports options.

Bocce is immensely popular in many
gated communities. There is a 12-team
Naples Bocce League. It is comprised
of teams from 12 communities such
as Bentley Village The Quarry and
Vineyards.

Another outdoor sport involving a ball
is croquet, which also includes mallets.
Croquet isn't as widely available as bocce

or bowling but croquet lawns are scattered
about the region.

Babcock Ranch and the Naples Croquet
& Lawn Bowling Club offer lawns as well
as Wyndemere Country Club.

The oldest croquet in the area is likely
the one on Useppa Island, which opened
in 1978.

H Disc, Not Disco, Golf

This variation of the traditional sport
doesn’t require as much space or money
and the courses arent as numerous
around Southwest Florida. But we do
have disc golf courses scattered around
the region, from the Bird Bay Executive
Course in Venice to courses in Collier
County, Estero, North Fort Myers and
Port Charlotte.

The Bonita Springs Recreation Center,
Naples’ Palm Springs Park Ave Maria’s
North Park all provide disc golf courses.

Wait!There are more!

A disc golf course is likely nearby no
matter where one resides in Southwest
Florida.

Choose PGD as your SWFL airport

28000 A-1 Airport Road - PJﬁta Gorda, FL 33982 | www.FlyPGD.com

Explore

nonstop,

low-cost destinations
O
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For example: South Charlotte Regional Park and Fort
Myers Riverside Church and Estero Disc Golf Course and
one in North Fort Myers Community Church.

M Pickling Away

The sport of pickleball didn’t even exist when many of
its most fervent players were born. The sport was created
in 1965. The cross between badminton, table tennis, and
court tennis has boomed beyond what anybody could
likely have imagined half a century ago.

And today in Southwest Florida, pickleball courts are
nearly as ubiquitous as chain drug stores.

East Naples Community Park has 64 courts and is the
home of the U.S. Open Pickleball Championships.

But the sport is played all over the region, from the
16-court PicklePlex on the Charlotte County campus of
Florida SouthWestern State College to courts in thriving
new communities such as Babcock Ranch and some that
have been converted from tennis courts at the venerable
Fort Myers Racquet Club.

Courts can be found down south at the Marco Island
Recreation Center and up north at the Venice Community
Center and in between at Cape Coral parks.

Many gated communities now also sport pickle ball

$10 Off AC Tune-Up

*’m’a’s When You Call
~Remenar 941-315-8479

...FOR YEAR 'ROUND COMFORT License No. CAC1817187

{

EMERGENCY
SERVICE

Installation | Service | Maintenance

Ductwork Installation & Repair
Ductless Mini-Split Solutions

Fast, Friendly Service for over ik

38 Years in SW Florida

Turn to the experts

www.4SeasonsAC.com

ing
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your day off—we are your great, local seafood sh alck

Eat Pick Up In The Drive-1
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Scan to
View Our Menu:

ORS00

SHRIMEISHACKY

o AP—

[=]%" =%
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courts as well as community parks in
places between Marco Island and Venice.
Courts have sprouted up in YMCAs in
Bonita Springs and Marco Island.

The Estero Recreation Center and
Brooks Community Park in Fort Myers
and Camelot Park in Cape Coral all
boast pickle ball courts.

No matter where one resides a
pickleball court is likely a short drive
or even walk away. Courts can be found
at the Harold Avenue Regional Park
in Port Charlotte and Gilchrist Park in
Punta Gorda.

The pickleball world has certainly
changed and grown since 1965.

B Mountain Biking

They’re called the Florida Mudcutters,
a band of mountain bikers who
participate in their sport a very long
way from the nearest mountain. Its 100-
plus members in Collier, Lee, Hendry,
southern Charlotte and southern
Glades counties pedal trails from Fort
Lauderdale to North Port, Gainesville

SWFL SPORTS

and Lakeland. Caloosahatchee Regional
Park near Alva in east Lee County has
11.5 miles of trails that the Mudcutters
website refers to as “single track.”

Trails are typically open from mid-
October to June or July, depending on
the amount of rain that has fallen (most
trails are made from clay-based dirt that
becomes slippery when wet).

From the Mudcutters website: “Our
goal at Mudcutters is to improve
the cycling experience for new and
advanced mountain bike riders, as well
as to maintain and improve the bike
trails at Caloosahatchee Regional Park”

For more information, visit
mudcutters.org or send an email to
florida.mudcutters@gmail.com.

M Spring Training

MLB training has been a Southwest
Florida fixture for nearly a century,
dating back to 1924 when the New
York Giants started training in Sarasota.
In 1925, Fort Myers joined the spring
training party when the Philadelphia A’s

started training at Terry Park.

The first Southwest Florida World
Series winners were the Philadelphia As,
who won it all in 1929 and 1930. They
trained at Terry Park in Fort Myers from
1925-1936.

Now four teams
train in the
region. The
Boston Red
Sox and
Minnesota
Twins call
Fort Myers
home. The Tampa Bay Rays’ spring
training home is the Charlotte Sports
Park and the Atlanta Braves are in North
Port.

The Twins, Rays and Braves all
qualified for the 2023 playoffs.

Teams arrive in February and play
about 17 home games in what is called
the Grapefruit League. Find out more
about the 2024 Spring Training season
at mlb.com. W
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Charlotte

County’s #1

Sales & Installation For Over 30 Years!
: > Independent

Used Car Dealer
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Gene Gorman’s
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1305 Tamiami Trail,

Punta Gorda, FL 33950

941-639-7300
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Quick Turn Around ¢ Made In The USA ,
‘ , Gene Gorman’s

) ' Family Motors

4380 Tamiami Trail,
Punta Gorda, FL 33980
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SWHFL TOP 85
EMPLOYERS

NAME EMPLOYEES NAME EMPLOYEES
1 Lee Health 14,028 42 Dillard’s 764
2 Lee County School District 11,003 43 Gettel Automotive 760
3 Publix Super Market 9,768 44 Burger King 753
4 Lee County 45 U.S. Sugar 750

Local Government 9142 46 Hilton Brand 750
5 NCH Healthcare System 8,159 47 Naples Grande Beach Resort 750
6 Walmart 7,286 48 Hendry County
7 Collier County Local Government 710

School District 5,756 49 Herc Rentals 700
8 Collier County 50 GenesisCare 699

Local Government SA73 51 Waterman Broadcasting 688
9 Arthrex 4,087 52 CVS 670
10 Marriott International Inc. 3,620 53 TJX Cos. 659
11 Bayfront Health 2,801 54 RE/MAX Realty 650
¥ clGoernment 261 S Cers 6%
13 McDonald’s 2,613 zs EI:rrllici:SCancer Specialists G;Ig
14 Home Depot 2,497

58 Costco Wholesale 600

15 Charlotte County )

School District 2152 59 Downing Frye Realty 600
16 Winn-Dixie 1899 60 Wendy's 2l
17 Hope Hospice 1,838 61 Bonita Bay Club 596
18 Chico’s Fas Inc. 1,552 62 Apollo Global Management 595
19 Florida Gulf Coast 63 Viat Bentley Village 585

University 1,519 64 Florida SouthWestern
20 Bloomin’ Brands Inc. 1,395 State College 559
21 Realogy Holdings Corp. 1,381 85 Raymond Building Supply 554
22 Darden Restaurants 1,380 66 IHG Hotels & Resorts 541
23 Target 1,300 67 Dine Brands 526
24 Walgreens 1170 68 Germain Cars 514
25 Yum! Brands Inc. 1141 69 Cracker Barrel
26 Lowe’s Home Improvement 1,135 Old Country Store . 505
27 Inspire Brands 1133 70 GquBayGroup.ofCompar.ues 500
28 USPS 1132 n SOl.Jt.f)SeésSanlbel&Captlva 500
29 Seminole Tribe of Florida 1428 12 Cills Gl & Bar 494
30 HertzInc. 1,073 13 FarmOplnc. 480
31 John R. Wood Properties 1,051 ZARBCSBLY 470
32 Vance Brothers 1,001 s JC.Penney 458
33 Shell Point 76 Quick Lane 450

Retirement Community 1,000 /7 News-Press 450
34 Keller Williams Realty 9gg 78 Hyatt 440
35 Brookdale og5 79 Texas Roadhouse 439
36 Moorings Park 924 80 UPSStore 435
37 Hendry County School District 892 81 Life Care Centers of America 405
38 Berkshire Hathaway Inc. 841 82 Truist 405
39 YMCA 820 83 Pandera Bread 405
40 Pacific Tomato Growers goo 84 Golden Gate Capital 401
41 Bealls 773 85 Naples Luxury Imports 401

SOURCE: REGIONAL ECONOMIC RESEARCH INSTITUTE, LAST UPDATED AUG. 4, 2021.

Discover
Southwest Florida’s

Enjoy the aromas, flavors, and

ambiance of Italy right here in

Southwest Florida. Indulge in

authentic favorites, or more
sophisticated dishes, paired with a
selection from our extensive wine list.

We also offer house-made pizzas,
delicious prepared foods, and full
service catering. Buon appetito!

Gourmet Market, Restaurant & Banquets
DeRomos.com

239.325.3583
26811 South Bay Dr.,Suites 140 & 148
Bonita Springs, FL 34134

Market | Restaurant | Private Dining Room
Banquet Room | Catering | The Center Bar
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SURGICAL AND NON-SURGICAL REJUVENATION SERVICES

TRUST YOUR Fﬁ}CE TO

Look Better. Feel Better.
Live Better.

Azul offers a range of cosmetic and aesthetic
services overseen by award-winning surgeons.

*Botox® eLasers

*Dermal Fillers eLiposuction

*Face and Neck Lifts *Medical Skin Care
*Eyelid Lift Laser Hair Removal
*Brow Lift *CoolSculpting™

Schedule a Consultation Today |239-415-7576 | AzulBeauty.com
-

Conveniently located throughout Southwest Florida
NAPLES, FORT MYERS, BONITA SPRINGS, CAPE CORAL AND SARASOTA
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74 | NEWCOMERS

www.FloridaWeeklyNewcomers.com

FLORIDA WEEKLY

SIGNATURE EVENTS

LEE COUNTY

Downtown Fort Myers
Art Walk and Music
Walk

Every month, year-round
Art Walk happens every first
Friday evening, while Music
Walk is every third Friday
evening.

— myriverdistrict.com

Cape Coral Music & Arts
Fusion Walk

Nov. 18, Feb. 17, March 16
Come out for an evening of
live music, and vendors and
support local businesses. This
event will feature pop-up shops
by local artists that showcase
everything from handmade
jewelry to paintings!

— SE 47th Terrace, Cape Coral
capecoral.gov

Bonita Springs Holiday
of the Arts
Nov. 25-26

— 28001 Old 41 Road
paragonfestivals.com

Fort Myers Seafood &
Music Festival
Jan. 5-7
— Downtown Fort Myers
paragonfestivals.com

Bonita Springs National
Art Festivals

Jan. 13-14, Feb. 10-11, March
2-3

Enjoy the work of national
and international artists in the
quaint ambience of downtown

Edison Festival of Light
Grand Parade

Bonita.
— Riverside Park
artcenterbonita.org

Edison Festival of Light
Grand Parade

Feb. 18

One of the largest nighttime
parades in the country pays
tribute to celebrated Fort

Myers winter resident Thomas
Edison.

— Downtown Fort Myers
edisonfestival.org

The Southwest Florida
Wine & Food Fest

Jan. 19-20

The signature event of SWFL
Children’s Charities consists

v 9944
“THANK YOU AGAIN!!

We have solar panels and your
Tesla battery backups.

WE HAD POWER THROUGHOUT THE
HURRICANE AND ITS AFTERMATH.

Many people have generators but they were
quickly running out of gas/propane.

You are our Heroes!!!”

Advance Solar Customer

# SOLAR ELECTRIC

# SOLAR POOL HEAT

ADVANCE SOLAR & ENERGY

Family Owned & Operated since 1983

REBUILDING SWFL

ﬁwyou Let's power )

3

= B

# SOLAR HOT WATER

# EV CHARGERS

. 239-939-7446 od

www.advancesolar.com

Scan QR [®]is
code to

visit
website E

» BATTERY BACKUP

* POOL PRODUCTS

Enphase.
|llmlu

» SPAS

MAINTENANCE &
-

REPAIRS

Panasonic Solal
ELITE INSTALLER

CHRIS TILLEY / FLORIDA WEEKLY
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of Friday evening dinners in
private homes and a Saturday
grand tasting and live auction.

—swflwinefest.org

ArtFest Fort Myers
Feb. 2-4
— Downtown Fort Myers
artfestfortmyers.com

Bonita Springs Seafood
& Music Festival
Feb. 9-11

28001 Old 41 Road
paragonfestivals.com

100th Annual
Southwest Florida & Lee
County Fair

Feb. 29 - March 10

Making memories since
1924 with local agriculture,
horticulture, home-baked
goods, small farm animals,

SIGNATURE EVENTS

and a horse show, plus dozens
of carnival rides, games and

food booths.
— Lee Civic Center, North Fort Myers
swilcfair.com

Southwest Florida
Reading Festival

March 2
Dozens of authors discuss
their work and their process
and celebrate books with
readers of all ages.
— Fort Myers Regional Library
readfest.org

ECHO’s Global Food &
Farm Festival
March 12-16

—17391 Durrance Road, Fort Myers
echonet.org

Fort Myers River District
Music Festival

March 22-24
— Downtown Fort Myers
paragonfestivals.com

Sounds of Jazz & Blues
March 23

An evening of musical
enchantment, delectable food
and delightful entertainment,
showcasing some of the finest
talents in the community.

— Coral Oaks Golf Course, Cape
Coral

capeconcerts.com

Bonita Springs Festival
of the Arts
May 11-12
— 28001 Old 41 Road
paragonfestivals.com

Fort Myers Film Festival
May 22-26

— Sidney & Berne Davis Art Center

fortmyersfilmfestival.com

gre

Fringe Fort Myers
May 30 - June 2
Fringe Fort Myers is the
newest Fringe theatre festival
in Southwest Florida and
maintains  long-standing
Fringe traditions of being
100% uncensored, 100%
unjuried and 100% inclusive.
Even better, 100% of ticket
sales go directly to the artists!
— Alliance for the Arts
artinlee.org
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6401 North Airport-Pulling Road ® Naples, FL 34109
Mon - Fri 9-5:30pm e Sat 10-5pm
239-566-7100 ® hadingerflooring.com
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COLLIER
COUNTY

Evening on Fifth
Second Thursday of every
month, year-round
Experience a vibrant array oflive
musical performances lining the
sidewalks of 5th Avenue South,
complemented by exceptional
dining, shopping, and more.
— 5th Ave S, Naples
naplesgov.com

Art in the Park
Dec. 2, Feb. 3, April 6
—Fleischman Park, Naples
naplesart.org

World Famous Swamp
Buggy Races

Dec. 2, Jan. 21, March 2,
April 6

Get down and dirty —or just

SIGNATURE EVENTS

have fun watching others do so.
— Florida Sports Park, Naples
swampbuggy.com

Naples Artcrafters
Dec. 9, Jan. 13, Feb. 10,

March 9 and April 13
— Cambier Park, Naples
naplesartcrafters.com

Marco Island Outdoor
Art and Craft Show
Jan. 6-7, Feb. 10-11, March
23-24

marcoislandart.org

New Year’s Art Fair

Jan. 6-7
The works of over 250
professional artists from

30 states and abroad will be
displayed.

—Downtown Naples

naplesart.org

Everglades Seafood
Festival
Feb. 2-4
The 54th annual festival
brings live country music,
carnival rides, arts, crafts and,
of course, fresh shrimp, fish
and stone crab claws, fried
gator and lots more seafood.
More than 100 vendors offer
food, refreshments and arts
and crafts.
— 102 Copeland Ave. N., Everglades
City
evergladesseafoodfestival.org

National Art Fair

Feb. 23-25
—Downtown Naples
naplesart.org
Art in the Park
March 2

— Cambier Park, Naples
naplesart.org

Naples St. Patrick’s Day
Parade
March 16
— 5th Ave S, Naples
naplesparade.com

Collier County Fair
March 21-31
—Collier Fairgrounds Naples
colliercountyfair.com

Gulf Coast Orchid
Alliance’s Orchid Show

and Sale
March 22-24
Explore a mesmerizing world
of blooming orchids, featuring
hundreds of exotic varieties for
sale, American Orchid Society
judging, and imaginative artistic
displays inspired by the theme,
“Fairy Tales & Orchids”

—North Collier Regional Park

gulfcoastorchidalliance.com

(Sw%ﬁlet Mlgnocrf/a%nd

4 oz. Lobster Tail

Served with Mel’s
Homemade Soup or Salad

and Choice of Potato
Ke$ >$9/199

. GulfC Grouper
Creations
Starting at

% $1799

Naples
643-9898

Se=

oCAL'S FAVORITE

“ FRESH, LOCAL FROM SCRATCH HOME COOKING.

< ‘E’mm@uﬂ@mf:tm

———— limited Time 0ffers ——
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Voted the
@ est Q%/ﬂxbé&ﬁ %@@f@wfb@/@f
by GulfShore Life Magazine & Parent & Child Magazine
Named 2015-2023 Best by Florida Weekly

Golden Gate
455-4242
% Y Full liquor bar offered at all locations. Y %

AllU Can
Eat Fish

\ ¥

31199

Bonita Springs
949-3080

~  Served with French Fries,
Coleslaw, and Choice of Mel’s
Homemade Soup or Salad

R. Mvers
215-1850

,.,ﬁd-\_ Margaritas,

& Martinis
All Day Everyday

5599

Cane Coral
242-0218

i_ﬂa'?@

/ Bloody Marys

TEXT MELS T0 56654 TO RECEIVE
A FREE FRIED PICKLE APPETIZER

Named the
Best
Family
Restaurant

 Fon®Wemay ¥
- "ien _.-

Served with Baked Potato
and Caesar Salad, available
after 4pm

1/2 Ib. of Aged, Slow-Cooked
and Mouth-watering
. Prime Rib

s Full Rack
of Baby Back Ribs

Certified Black Angus Beef

"+ Cheeseburger
meagg# % with French Fries & Cole Slaw

._. SR Monday-Saturday 11am-3pm

'@999

. Classic
Eggs Benedict
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Downtown Naples Art
Fair
March 23-24

—naplesart.org

Naples Flower Show
April 5-6
This annual project of the
Naples Garden Club is the
largest juried flower show in
Southwest Florida.

— Naples Botanical Garden

naplesgardenclub.org

Cars as Art
April 6
— Marco Island Center for the Arts
marcoislandart.org

CHARLOTTE
COUNTY

Sullivan Street Craft

SIGNATURE EVENTS

Festival

Nov. 25-26,
March 9-10
—331 Sullivan St, Punta Gorda

Jan. 20-21,

Artfestival.com

Punta Gorda Seafood &
Music Festival
Jan. 12-14
— Laishley Park
paragonfestivals.com

Charlotte County Fair
Jan. 26 - Feb. 4
— Charlotte County Fairgrounds
thecharlottecountyfair.com

Englewood Seafood &
Music Festival
Feb. 2-4

—348 W Green St, Englewood
paragonfestivals.com

Babcock Ranch Seafood

& Music Festival

Feb. 16 -18

—42850 Crescent Loop, Punta Gorda
paragonfestivals.com

Punta Gorda Pub Crawl
& Food Drive

Feb. 24

This sellout event draws a
crowd to enjoy live music and
vendors of all kinds all along
Virginia Street, collect food
for the Harry Chaplin Food
Bank, and “crawl” from local
pub to another.

—puntagordapubcrawl.com

Peace River National
Art Festival

March 16-17

Experience an  artistic
celebration along the Peace
River in historic Punta Gorda,

curated by the Visual Arts
Center. Accomplished artists
from across the nation will
showcase their skills in diverse
mediums like art glass, fiber
arts, jewelry, leather goods,
metalwork, oil paintings,
photography, pottery, stone

sculptures and watercolor.
— Laishley Park, Punta Gorda
boulderbrook.net

Southern Grand Slam
Musical Festival
April 19-20
— Charlotte County Fairgrounds
thecharlottecountyfair.com

— Events may be rescheduled
or canceled. Check the official
event website for the latest
updates.

MAINTENANCE & REPAIR CENTER
YESTERDAY'S SERVICE, TOMORROW'S TECHNOLOGY

THANK YOU! ~o- Spreading the Word!

“You saved me over $300!
Thanks to Chris, Gregg and
the Gregg’s Automotive
Team!!! - Jim

“I was extremely happy
with the service and a very
fair price. Thanks to all the
staff at Gregg’s you saved

our vacation!” - Lisa

“Gregg’s Automotive is

simply the best! Great people,

professional repairs, fair prices.”
- Vince

“Gregg has been servicing my
1991 Buick Century since 2003.
When I have a problem, he

and his staff are friendly

and so professional.” - Anita

“There are two things
I'look for when trying
to decide who to entrust
with the maintenance and
repair of my car; honesty
and competence. Gregg is
the epitome of both.”

- Kenton

The< V%"
ﬁ!@!ﬁ.!ﬁos

Fuoy@Werka
2012003

OUR GOAL IS TO HELP YOU MAINTAIN AND EXTEND YOUR VEHICLES LIFE.

941-575-8868 We repair and service all makes and models.
236 S. Tamiami Trail, Punta Gorda, FL We provide our customers the best service and parts available.
www.greggsauto.net SERVICES INCLUDE: ,
n MONDAY-FRIDAY 8AM-5PM v Vehicle Repairs v Inspections
CLOSED SATURDAY & SUNDAY v/ A/C & Transmission v Oil Changes

4

2004-201

v Factory Scheduled
Maintenance Services
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SWFL INSIDER

EXPLORING SWFL'S
SECRET DELIGHTS
BEYOND THE TYPICAL
TOURIST CIRCUIT

BY CHELLE KOSTER WALTON
Florida Weekly Correspondent

why b

“SEG Historic Pine Cottage
sareges  Naples’ oldest house.

e lllll . ' ST

' o e 7

—_—— e e

We have our share (and then some)
of headlining attractions — from super-
lative beaches and golf courses to top-
notch cultural attractions, shopping,
restaurants and festivals. Instead, SWFL
Insider takes you to our best local secrets,
those hidden gems shy of the limelight.

i
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Local history lessons

How were Punta Gordas early Black
population important to the settling of
Charlotte County? What ancient discov-

FLORIDA'S PREMIER DINNER THEATRE

&) BROADWAYPALM

Impressive Broadway Musicals - Live Orchestra - Award-Winning Buffet
Nationally Selected Performers - Dazzling Set and Costumes - Hilarious Comedies
Children’s Theatre - Concert Series « And Much More!

1380 COLONIAL BLVD, FORT MYERS © 239.278.4422 « BroadwayPalmcom ————————— @ @ ©

COURTESY PHOTO
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e e = SN edge of Native American history? Who
[ Williams Academy g = N were the Baileys of Sanibel?

Black History Museum, | - :_:-1 . Small museums and historic sites re-
Fort Myers - = %\ veal the untold stories of Southwest Flor-

= — )
B —_— - -
— - eries on Marco Island deepened knowl

Wi
~ Black

ida. Blanchard House Museum in Punta
Gorda, for instance, tells how African
Americans settled the area and even
signed the Punta Gorda charter.

In Fort Myers, the Williams Academy
Black History Museum further explores
African American contributions in a his-
toric clapboard building, part of the first
government-funded Black school serving
the local three-county area.

The Marco Island Historical Museum
delves into a different culture: Its life-size
dioramas illustrate the lives and times of
the ancient Calusa tribe, who built tower-
ing mounds and one of their major settle-
ments on the island.

Other sites throughout the region con-
centrate on different periods and facets
of local history. Naples Depot Museum

COURTESY PHOTO

Place to Buy Furniture and %
Mattresses in SW Florida! 3ituiie

BEST AWARD!
FLORIBAWEEKLY

DEDICATED T<D EXCELLENCE ¢ FAMILY-OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1994
: | S |

L

iclobip.at,Our,CapeCorallocation! Special Financing for 12 Months*
239-574-3545
790 N. DEL PRADO BLVD., CAPE CORAL Sl e

(Corner of Del Prado & Pine Island Road) ~
Monday-Saturday 9am-6pm - Sunday 11am-5pm WJ@@IN o

FURNITURE 8 - . ,
Florvele’'s Foverite Stores SN Visit Us Today at www.fosfurniture.com TN -» G
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(currently closed during hurricane recov-
ery) focuses on how trains, planes, auto-
mobiles and other forms of transporta-
tion impacted the city’s development. The
nearby Historic Palm Cottage, Naples’
oldest house, interprets the early days of
settlement by the town’s first snowbirds.

Stroll through the past al fresco at a
number of novel historic experiences.
Punta Gorda’s Mural Trail, for instance,
takes in more than 30 outdoor, larg-
er-than-life paintings that revisit local
scenes from marine creatures to early
military aircraft.

The Punta Gorda History Park features
a collection of historic structures includ-
ing a cigar home, a jail and the town’s
oldest building. The Sanibel Historical
Museum & Village gradually reopens at-
ter Hurricane Ian in 2022. It takes visitors
on a trip into island bygones, including,
when fully reopened, 11 historic struc-
tures and a pioneer garden.

SWFL INSIDER

e ]

Film as art

Film is very much alive in
Southwest Florida, despite ru-
mors that streaming has stabbed
it in the back like a ruthless mur-
der-mystery villain.

The annual Naples Internation-
al Film Festival has established

" Artis
Naples

INTERNATIONAL
FILM FESTIVAL

PUNTA GORDA HISTORICAL MURAL SOCIETY / COURTESY PHOTO

a reputation in these parts for
deep appreciation of indie, main-
stream, documentary, domestic
and foreign film. It takes place in
October at various Naples venues
and is the gala culmination of Ar-
tis—Naples’ popular seasonal film
and lecture series called “Four

£

Chef Harold Balink

15250 South Tamiami Trail
Fort Myers, FL 33908
239.849.0622

Open Tuesday-Saturday

www.haroldscuisine.com

2021
Travellers’
Choice

Travellers’
Choice

farm-sourced.

Harold's was founded in 2015 by Harold Balink, one of the most well-known chefs in
Southwest Florida. This upscale restaurant features a rotating weekly menu which
features dishes that show the Chef's sensibilities. All dishes are made from scratch and

The restaurant space has a modern, but intimate atmosphere with a friendly
staff. Featuring a full bar, semi-open kitchen, and new dining room, Harold’s
is a sleek, comfortable, nuanced dining experience for all ages.
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O'clock at the Movies.”

In its wake, other festivals and
series have bolstered the region’s
film obsession. One of the most
notable festivals takes place in
Fort Myers during one week in
May at the Sidney & Berne Da-
vis Art Center. In its 14th year,
FMEFF spins off from a popular
T.G.IM. (Thank God Its Mon-
day) monthly series that takes
place in the months before the
festival.

The long-running Fort Myers
Beach International Film Festi-
val airs independent short, full-length,
student-produced and documentary
films in September.

Punta Gorda hosts its one-day Short
Film Festival each March at the Charlotte
Harbor Event and Conference Center.

Bonita Springs, also hosts a Short Film
Festival, but in May, and its Center for the
Arts runs a seasonal Monday night film se-
ries in its Moe Auditorium & Film Center.

SWFL INSIDER

d

Thank God It’s Monday
film series

COURTESY PHOTO

Other film goings-on in the area fill
different niches.

Three festivals, for instance, concen-
trate on Jewish films: the Sydney R. Hoff-
man Memorial Jewish Film Festival in
Marco Island, the Jewish Film Festival of
Southwest Florida presented by the Jew-
ish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Coun-
ties in Fort Myers, and the Beth Tikvah
Naples Jewish Film Festival.

Souvenir savvy

Skip the beach snow globes (does that
even make any sense?) and alligator jaws.
Look instead for creations made by local
crafts-folk and artists. Watch for seasonal
art fairs and markets for a well-rounded
selection. Many year-round, specialized
shops, galleries and boutiques also carry
gifts that convey a sense of place.

You will find some of the best buys at
attraction gift shops. Our favorites in-
clude Naples Botanical Garden and the
Edison and Ford Winter Estates, where,
besides live plants, you can find garden
accessories and locally made gifts. The
Refuge

Nature Store at J.N. “Ding” Darling
National Wildlife Refuge devotes much
of its space to local artisan wares.

Art facilities throughout Southwest
Florida showcase the work of local cre-
ators. The Visual Arts Center in Punta
Gorda houses an art supply shop and an
expansive gift gallery featuring mediums
from jewelry to pottery. Downtown Pun-

1 Thek
Flamingos
BEST AWARD!
FLORIBRWEEKLY

SERVING LEE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS * NEW PATIENTS & CHILDREN WELCOME!

239-936-8616 * 49 Barkley Circle ¢ Fort Myers, FL 33907 - www.ruddelldental.com

Providing the

We offer:

* General & Cosmetic Family Dentistry
* Immediate Implant Restorations

* Aesthetic Comprehensive Reconstructive Dentistry
« Utilizing The Latest Concepts & Digital Technologies
» Crowns & Bridges (Fixed or Removable)

* Full & Partial Dentures ° Lab On Site * Zoom Whitening
* Sports Dentistry (Mouth-Guards In Your School Colors)
* Sleep Apnea Appliances ° Latest in Sterilization

* TMJ Temporomandibular Joint Dysfunction Splints

* Minor Tooth Movement Clear Aligner

* Digital X Rays 90% Less Radiation

* Botox, Xeomin, Juvederm and Radiesse

Creating Beautiful Smiles e/ C’éﬂW Sves.

State of the Art
Dental Services!

WE ALSO
PROVIDE
OUTSTA[‘J DING
_Facial
Rejuvenation

SERVICES FOR
PATIENTS.

R.

deborah ruddell

DDS, PA

FINANCING AVAILABLE
ALL CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED



FLORIDA WEEKLY ‘ www.FloridaWeeklyNewcomers.com

NEWCOMERS | 83

SWFL INSIDER

ta Gorda’s Artisan Atelier affords
opportunities to meet and
watch artists as they create.
Besides exhibition art, Al-
liance for the Arts in Fort
Myers sells one-of-a-kind,
handmade pieces in its gift
shop. Likewise, the visual
arts component at Centers
for the Arts Bonita Springs
has fine arts and crafts for pur-
chase in its galleries and gift shop.
Handcrafted keepsakes, wearable art and
other gifts made locally fill the airy, glass-walled
space at BIG ARTS on Sanibel Island.
In the literary arts genre, South-
west Florida boasts several local et
authors whose books make
great reminders of time
spent here. Most well-
known, Randy Wayne
White pens bestselling <«

murder-mysteries, many
with a local setting. Find his

COURTESY PHOTOS

ROOF TARPS = DRYOUT
MOLD REMEDIATION
AIR QUALITY TESTING

: COAST TO COAST ¢ ‘

ﬁ—.k:::-a I UHA | iun&

FIRE = WATER = MOLD

State License MRSR1068 MRSA3470

C2C RESTORATION
IS ALOCAL TEAM OF
RESTORATION PROFESSIONALS

844-422-2379

FLRestorationServices.com

N EED IT YESTERDAY?

IN A HURRY?

Instant Gratification! See It, Love [t
Take It Home With You or Have It Delivered!

WHY ORDER AND WAIT?
TONS OF INVENTORY

EVERYTHING IS IN STOCK
AND READY TO GO!

HOME FURNISHINGS

Voted “Best Furniture Store” By Readers of Naples Daily News 12 Years In A Row!

5450 TAMIAMI TRAIL N. » NAPLES 239.594.1555

M-SAT 9-5 SUN 10-5 « WWW.ALISONCRAIGHOME.COM
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED, CELEBRATING OUR 24TH YEAR!
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books at Doc Ford’s Sanibel Rum Bar &
Grill, named for his leading protagonist,
or at indie bookstores such as Macln-
tosh Books + Paper at Bell Tower Shops
in Fort Myers) and Copperfish Books
in Punta Gorda. The Edison and Ford
Winter Estates gift shop also carries Mr.
White’s books.

Food and other products made right
here in Southwest Florida also make nice
souvenirs. Think Tervis Tumblers, the
durable insulated drinkware available at
various brand stores and other outlets

COURTESY proTog
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Tervis

Tumblers &

through-

out the area,

and Sun Harvest

Citrus in Fort My-

ers for locally produced juices, honey, hot
sauces and other culinary goodies.

Must-pause places
for breakfast or lunch

Don't even think about going to these
restaurants for dinner. They do breakfast,
brunch and lunch so well, they simply
shut down after that and call it a day.

Many serve breakfast until they close,
affirming its importance in the meal-of-
the-day hierarchy.

The eateries range from well-loved,
all-American, hash-slinging institutions
to specialized houses serving global fare
and vegan/vegetarian offerings.

In the first category, Sweet’s Diner in
Port Charlotte lives in a strip mall, as
many of this ilk do, and touts its Breakfast
Pile Up, an apt description of its monu-
mental layering of home fries, biscuits,
meat, veggies and gravy.

Long-standing Marti’s Family Dining
has a faithful following in south Fort My-
ers on the way to Fort Myers Beach (go
for its pork tenderloin sandwich), as does
35-year-old Oasis Restaurant in down-
town Fort Myers.

Philly food fans should check out Old
41 Restaurant in Bonita Springs. South-
ern eats? The Rooster Food + Drink in
Naples defines soul comfort food in a
modern setting.

Bnan Botfman

qu'ifJ”"”hJ
r‘)r-'_)

ENTERTAINMENT
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Sweet’s Diner,
Port Charlotte

For something a bit different, Cape
Coral's Café YOU dabbles in Austra-
lian and healthy fare plus yummy baked
goods. Skinny Dogz Brunchery’s scratch
kitchen is all over the globe, but you can't
beat its burgers. Harvest & Wisdom at
Shangri-La Springs in Bonita Springs

SWFL INSIDER

Harvest & Wisdom at
Shangri-La Springs in
Bonita Springs

Restaurant,
Bonita Springs

draws from the property’s organic gar-
dens at brunch. For a taste of Europe in
Naples, try Jane’s Café on 3rd and The
Café Kitchen & Juicery downtown or
Café Creme de la Creme midtown for
ooh-la-la crepes, pastries and sandwich-
es.

FOR WHAT | SAID
WHILE | WAS

DOCKING
THE BOAT
I-

/\_

PUNTA GORDA MARINA

PUNTAGORDAMARINA

Affiliated Physician

MDVIP

Get the primary care
experience you deserve

Same-day or next-day
appointments

Call 941.637.0911
or visit mdvip.com
to schedule a
compimentary
get-aquainted
meeting with

Dr. Calvino.

Reach your doctor
after hours

Unhurried visits that start
on time

Stephane Calvino, MD
Calvino Family Medicine

260 Milus Street
Punta Gorda, FL 33950

| 941.637.0911

www.mdvip.com/doctors/stephanecalvinomd
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LEE COUNTY

Bell Tower
Here you’ll find everything from
groceries and other everyday essentials to
custom-made jewelry, boutique apparel,
books and great home decor and gifts.
Food and entertainment options make
Bell Tower a great place to connect any

time of day.

— U.S. 41 at Daniels Parkway, Fort Myers
239-489-1221, belltowerfl.com

Sunday-Wednesday, 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Thursday-Saturday, 11a.m. - 10 p.m.

Coconut Point

This picturesque open-air mall has
more than 140 stores, from Dillard’s and
Target to Lilly Pulitzer, Banana Republic
and the Apple Store, plus a Regal Cinemas
and a host of fine restaurants to please

every appetite.
— 23106 Fashion Drive, Estero
239-992-4259, simon.com/mall/coconut-point
Monday-Thursday, 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Sunday, noon-6 p.m.

Edison Mall

The region’s original indoor mall,
which celebrated its 50th anniversary in
2015, is anchored by Macy’s, JC Penney
and Dillard’s.

— 4125 Cleveland Avenue, Fort Myers
239-939-1933, shopedisonmall.com
Monday-Thursday, 11a.m. -7 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sunday, noon-6 p.m.

Gulf Coast Town Center

This outdoor mall continues to expand
since its first phase opened more than 15

years ago just off Interstate 75 at Alico
Road near Florida Gulf Coast University.
The center features Bass Pro Shops, Belk,
Best Buy, Costco, Dick’s Sporting Goods,
and Target as anchors. Theres also a
variety of dining options to suit every
budget and taste.

— 9903 Gulf Coast Main Street, Fort Myers
239-267-5107, gulfcoasttowncenter.com

s HeronaCreek Golf & Country Club.

Southwest Florlcjf; Premier Golf Course and Practice Facility,

CULRRC e

/l“ ‘4,’

l‘ /,

Scan for Membership Information

5301 Heron Creek Blvd « North Port FL « heroncreekgcc. com
Contact R1chelle for Membershlp Information at 941-240- 5100 or email at
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Miromar Outlets

More than 140 designer and brand-
name retailers here include Saks Fifth
Avenue OFF 5TH, Adidas, Lucky Brand,
Brooks Brothers, Ecco Shoes, Coach
and Columbia. There’s a Norman Love
Confections chocolate salon, too, and
dining options from pretzels and pizza to
Greek and burgers.

— 10801 Corkscrew Road, Estero
239-948-3766, miromaroutlets.com
Monday-Thursday, 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sunday, 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Periwinkle Place

Once selected by the Lee County Visitor
and Convention Bureau as Sanibel’s top

shopping destination, this gem on the
island’s Periwinkle Way suffered the
wrath of Hurricane Jan and remained
closed as of press time.

—2075 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel
239.395.1914, periwinkleplace.com

Promenade at Bonita Bay

With fashions for all ages, home decor
and great gifts, salons, restaurants, a
gourmet market and even a Saturday
farmer’s market, Promenade at Bonita
Bay attracts both locals and visitors from
around the world. This open-air center
is Lee County’s southernmost shopping,
dining and entertainment destination.

— 26811 South Bay Drive, Bonita Springs
239.949.1573, promenadeshops.com

Oct. 15 - April 30

Monday - Saturday, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Sunday, noon-5 p.m.

May 1- Oct. 14

Monday - Saturday - 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM
Sunday - Call Individual Stores for Hours

IIN#

70

YEARS

TNP |5 ”|EE§

"AVE. SOUTH | NAPLE

Southwest Florida's
FAVORITE LOCAL THEATRE!

SCAN FOR SHOW SCHEDULE

239.263.7990 NAPLESPLAYERS.ORG
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Sanibel Outlets
Just east of the Lee Island Coast, Sanibel
Outlets’ 40-plus designer name shops and
the play area for kids remains closed from
the aftermath of Hurricane Ian. Be sure to
check the status before venturing out.
— 20350 Summerlin Road, Fort Myers

dahimannproperties.com/retail-properties/sanibel-
outlets

COLLIER COUNTY

Coastland Center

Opened in 1976, Coastland Center
is anchored by Macy’, JCPenney and
Dillard’s. In all, there are more than 130

places to shop and dine.
— 1900 Tamiami Trail N., Naples
239-262-2323, coastlandcenter.com
Monday-Thursday, 11a.m. - 7 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sunday, noon - 6 p.m.
10 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday-Saturday

SWFL SHOPPING

Mercato

Anchored by Whole Foods Market
and Silverspot Cinema, Mercato offers
upscale retailers and luxury residential
condominiums. The year-round event
calendar includes live music, festivals and

fairs, most of which are free.
— 9132 Strada Place, North Naples
239-254-1080, mercatoshops.com
Monday - Saturday, 10 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday, noon - 6 p.m.

Fifth Avenue South

Naples' tony Fifth Avenue South is a
timeless mix of glamour and laid-back ease
for shopping, dining and entertainment.
Historic and modern architecture blend in
eclectic sophistication, and tropical blooms
grace its pedestrian-friendly promenades.

—Fifth Avenue South, Naples
239-692-8436, fifthavenuesouth.com

Third Street South
Delightful shopping and dining on

historic Third Street South awaits amidst
courtyards, antique European fountains
and colorful, cascading flowers.

— Concierge kiosk at Camargo Park, (opposite

Fleischmann Fountain)
239-434-6533, thirdstreetsouth.com

The Village on Venetian Bay

Set on the waterfront of Venetian Bay,
the village encompasses almost 50 shops
and restaurants. Be sure to check out the
special events calendar.

— 4200 Gulf Shore Boulevard North, Naples
239-261-6100, venetianvillage.com

Waterside Shops

A collection luxury brand retailers from
around the world and elegant dining options
in a tranquil, outdoor environment. Anchored
by Saks Fifth Avenue, the center’s 60-plus
stores include Gucci, Johnny Was, Lilly
Pulitzer, Lululemon, Tiffany & Co., Tory
Burch, Van Cleef & Arpels, St. John and Tesla.

— 5415 Tamiami Trail N., Naples
239-598-1605, watersideshops.com

The Best Homemade Food
Always at the Best Price!

Restaurant

(/3
ORIGINAL
& ONLY
LOCATION!

BREAKFAST ¢ LUNCH

letc h dict

Home-

d eggs,

fresh salads, sandwiches, Angus burgers, chili, Taylor pork roll, sausage gravy,
d roast beef & turkey, and “Real” Philly Cheesesteaks.

OPEN DAILY 7AM TO 2:30PM
Beer, Wine, & Mimosas
Breakfast Served All Day
Dine-In or Take Out

d beef, home-

creamed chi

BoNITA’S
BEST
17 YEARs
¥ RUNNING!

25091 Bernwood Drive, Unit 1

waffles, scrapple, homemade soups,

Bonita Springs, FL
P: 239.948.4123 ¢« www.Old41.com

239.2771700 ¢ GulfCoastSymphony.org
Music & Arts Community Center * 13411 Shire Lane, Fort Myers
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CHARLOTTE COUNTY

Port Charlotte Town Center
More than 100 specialty stores and
places to grab a bite for every budget
mark this Charlotte County institution,
anchored by Macy’s, JCPenney, Dillard’s
and Bealls. There’s also a Regal Cinemas.
— 1441 Tamiami Trail
941-624-4833, portcharlottetowncenter.com
Monday-Thursday, 11a.m. - 7 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sunday, noon-6 p.m.

Fishermen’s Village

On the Punta Gorda waterfront of
Charlotte Harbor, Fishermen’s Village
has become a stay-and-play destination.
With more than 30 shops, restaurants
and services, a resort and marina, plus
frequent special events, it’s a perfect place
to come for a day of shopping or for an
entire vacation.

— 1200 West Retta Esplanade Fishermen’s Village
800-639-0020, fishermensvillage.com

CARPET ¢ HARDWOOD ¢ LAMINATE ® TILE & STONE * WATERPROOF PLANK

: YOUR
Friendly Floors By wean

% ABBEY DESIGN CENTER

License # AAA00101150

941-624-0077
3785 TAMIAMI TRAIL
PORT CHARLOTTE, FL 33952

FRIENDLYFLOORS.COM B #1Flooring Store in Charlotte County

Thankful for being voted mﬂg&
Hamingor
for 19 Consecutive Years e
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EXPLORE THESE FIVE SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
ENCLAVES FOR UNIQUE ADVENTURE

BY CHELLE KOSTER WALTON
Florida Weekly Correspondent

Talk about character! Southwest
Florida brims with neighborhoods and
communities that defy pigeon-holing.
From historic riverfront downtowns to
up-and-coming shopping districts, you've
got a lot of exploring to do.

South Cape

Three parallel roads — Cape Coral
Parkway, SE 47th Terrace and Lafayette
Street — define Cape Coral’s downtown
area, which has evolved over the past
decade into a dining and entertainment
mecca. Cape Coral Parkway, the main
thoroughfare, takes motorists from the

BELLA NAP LI originat ramiy Recipes

PIZZERIA+RESTAURANT *BAR from the Finest Ingredients.

GPL

. DINErlN , DELIVERY
§ TAKEOUT - CATERING
Thet E vi
0S

gl Bella Napoli Pizzeria & Restaurant ® 1938 Kings Hwy, Punta Gorda, FL 33980

FLORIBAWEEKLY
2020-2021
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Caloosahatchee River waterfront to the
heart of the city, lined with fun and
quirky dining establishments with names
like Nevermind Awesome Bar & Eatery
and Nice Guys Pizza.

Slip off the parkway in either direction
to find more fun spots. To the west on
Lafayette Street, you'll find Jungle Bird
Authentic Tiki and the Monkey Bar
Steak & Seafood. Head east to SE 47th
Terrace and you’ll land at a streetscaped
pedestrian mall, where deciding on a
place to eat and drink requires serious
research (or determined barhopping).
There’s Cork Soakers Deck & Wine Bar,
Front Porch Social, Sage on 47th, Fish
Tale Grill, Dixie Live —the list goes on
and on. Many establishments on Cape
Coral Parkway are also accessible from
the pedestrian walkway through their
backdoors, giving them a speakeasy feel.

Downtown Cape Coral takes advantage
of its abundant eat-and-sip options with
trolley-hop events to celebrate everything
from New Year’s Eve and St. Patrick’s Day

SWFL FIVE WAYS

to bacon and martinis. Other downtown
events include arts festivals, gay pride
parades, farmers markets, bike nights,
symphonies in the park and pub crawls.
South Cape’s renewal got its jump start
in 2019 with a $13 million beautification
project that added brick-paved pathways
and pedestrian crossings, decorative
streetlamps, a traffic roundabout and
public Wi-fi. Today, the SE 47th Terrace
promenade continues to buzz day and
night with diners and clubbers looking
for the heart of Cape Coral’s social scene.

Downtown Bonita

Old 41 Road takes you to the historic
heart of Bonita Springs. Dating back to
the 1920s, downtown backslid for many
decades as the action moved out to the
new U.S. 41, or Tamiami Trail.

In the past handful of years, however,
downtown Bonita has slowly but surely
reverted to its glory days. Three historic
hubs reflect the community’s roots
and glow today with restoration and

preservation efforts.

Since 1921, Shangri-La Hotel has
graced the banks of the springs that
gave the town its name. Since then, it
has undergone several reincarnations,
eventually as today’s healthful asylum and
spa with the organic garden-fed Harvest
& Wisdom restaurant.

To the north, Wonder Gardens surfaced
as a roadside wildlife attraction in 1936.
Today’s version keeps the gator appeal
and adds sophistication with Victorian

structures, a tearoom and animal
encounters.
Riverside Park has returned as

downtown’s community center, where
festivals, movie nights and other family-
friendly gatherings happen among the
amphitheater, mid-20th century Liles
Hotel and fish houses turned retail shops
and galleries. Rooftop at Riverside food
truck park was scheduled to add to the
excitement in October.

Interspersed between the relics of
yesteryear, entertainment venues such

/ﬁ’@w%ayw

yous It

+« Homemade Sauces, Mozzarella, Pasta
& Sausages Made Fresh Daily!
o Grab & Go Soups
» Wide Assortment Of Italian Pastries & Cookies

« Hot/Cold Heros To-Go

E -
ln G,
2 WU maLiaN” e
; MARKET & DELI

SERVING NAPLES FOF
A

RATED TOP 20 SUBS IN THE US

(239) 594-8285 « www.NeapolitanGourmet.com

5415 Airport-Pulling Rd, Naples, FL 34109

RE/MAX

REALTY GROUP

—

/A

Unstoppable Starts Here.

Winner 23 Consecutive Years!

4

AWARDS

NeapolitanGourmet.com

_—

S

Made Fresh Daily! .
. |

10% discount for &
all Veterans :

- Catérmgﬁi»ailable!

RE/MAX

COMMERCI ALJ

RE/MAX Realty Group, For All Your Residential & Commercial Needs. Providing Exemplary Service & Extensive Local Knowledge for over 38 years.

7910 Summerlin Lakes Dr., Fort Myers, FL « (239) 489-0444 - soldsign.com ¢ ftmyerscommercial.com ¢ ﬂ@remaxrealtygroupswfl
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as Chartreuse Craft Cocktail Lounge,
Downtown Coffee and Wine, Ceremony
Brewing and The Bohemian restaurant
have blossomed among longtime
favorites like Grandpas Pizza and
Mexican-steeped Maria’s Restaurant.
Also in October, The Causeway
Bonita was set to open on the fringes
of downtown- Southwest Florida’s
first food hall with craft beers, three
restaurants, and a bakery-ice creamery.

Fort Myers Historic River District

Like many downtowns of a certain
age, there came a time for Fort Myers
when urban sprawl left its core looking
a little abandoned and forlorn. With all
its historic gems, however, wiser heads
prevailed to save the Historic River
District from falling victim to trends and
“out with the old” attitudes.

Thanks largely to the vigor of the
Edison & Ford Winter Estates at is
fringes, historic downtown renewed. An
old, achingly handsome federal building

SC€ is calling. =

—— T - PR —

Testimonials

“Truly remarkable, personal, service. Sharon's attention to detail  "Sharon has the ability to beautifully blend a high level of

thoroughness, and outstanding communication skills pulled our  professionalism with a warm, caring attitude. She kept us

real estate transaction through to success. She is a beautiful informed every step of the way and ALWAYS had the time to

human being and a credit to your organization. BRAVYO!' — TP discuss any and all aspects of the sale of our home. She is truly a
professionalll You are fortunate to have her on your team!" — PR

"Sharon was excellent! She went over and above what we

gxpecfgd. Any problems or qugsﬁons we hqd, she acted - "Sharon is a super special agent. She is not a number or an
immediately. She put our confidence back in realtors (which we  ordinary real estate salesperson. She is a charismatic person

had lost due to previous experiences). She walked us through !'his that can relate well with all people, making it eas’y for buyers
sale and paperwork as if we were at her desk and not 1100 miles  qnd sellers to come to terms. Her happiness in selling radiates
away. She is an asset to her profession!" — TR from the heart!’” — EB & PB

kol il i

| 'She went above and beyond the call of duty to help us ‘Sharon is the consummate real estate professional. She is
transition frorp overseas into a lovely new home here in the area. personal, attentive to detail honest and an agent that gets it
We would definitely recommend her to others! - SH & DH done. She sold our home in 3 showings and guarded our interest
throughout.” — MM & AM
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-

Award Winning Agent ¢ Notary Public
i i . i COLDWELL
Sharon Exceptional Service » Outstanding Results

Coldwell Banker Global Luxury ———

SUNSTAR REALTY
/‘/‘ 941.286.7315 « www.SharonKerr.com SCHMIDT FAMILY
> GRI . A candle loses nothing by lighting another candle - OF COMPANIES
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became an art center; a circa-1915 vaudeville house,
a theater. Stores and restaurants moved into buildings
dating back to the late 18th century, as was the case
with The Veranda, a gracious restaurant that lives in two
pioneer homes.

Ambitious undertakings like the Franklin Shops turned
one vintage structure into a crafty mall of sorts. Bars and
lounges drew a young crowd to frenzied hangouts such as
the Sky Bar and Cowboy Up.

The riverfront spruced up with the remastering of
Centennial Park and the appearance of Luminary Hotel &

Pine Island!

Open Jor Business
k. So See How Far We’ve Come!

Dining, Shopping, Music, Events, Markets
Fishing, Boating, Nature, Trails
History, Agriculture, and Fabulous Sunsets!l

ﬁlnnua[ C ﬁamﬁer f vents
Mullet Toss and Island Fest - March
Mango Mania - July

Annual Wall Sculpture Auction - October
Stone Crab Festival - November

Outdoor Island Market - Nov thru April
For more information visit or call

www.PinelslandChamber.org - 239.283.0888

) A |

s

We welcome you to enjoy eclectic coastal delights, refined seafood creations and
the day’s freshest catch in our vibrant, relaxing dining room and island-inspired bar.

600 Neapolitan Way | Naples, FL 34103 | 239-776-7623 | HogfishHarrys.com @ (O




94 ‘ NEWCOMERS www.FloridaWeeklyNewcomers.com FLORIDA WEEKLY

SWFL FIVE WAYS

Co. with its modern good looks rooted in
local history (named for Thomas Edison’s
glowing claim-to-fame). With it came
another rooftop bar, a sports bar with a
golf simulator and a smattering of other
food and beverage hotspots.

The Historic River District continues
to take full advantage of its waterfront
beauty and bygones intrigue as more
hotels move in and people of all ages
come out for its monthly street parties
and annual festivals.

Downtown Punta Gorda

Another downtown, a different river
running through it, old Punta Gorda turns
its face toward the Peace River, as it has
since the late 19th century. It remembers
the past in a series of larger-than-life
murals throughout its streets. They recall
railroad days, the area’s fishing heritage, Downtown Punta Gorda s
conquistadors, cattle drives and other e e g . e
highlights of the small town’s heyday.

Marion Avenue constitutes the main
drag for shoppers and diners, who find
anything but cookie-cutter in art galleries,

gift boutiques and restaurants like The pub filled with character and, typically,
Perfect Caper at the high end and Celtic  characters.
Ray Public House, a long-enduring Irish Streets and avenues such as Sullivan,

Windows, Doors, Hurricane
Shutters & More!

sUN

. %i/ Stop by our New Showroom,
sy or Call for your Free Estimate

Today!
G 812 Tamiami Trail
Window &% Door Port c-harIOtte' FL
941-979-8150 GJCWindows.com

FL LIC #CRC1331544
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Taylor, and Olympia hold more gems begging to be
explored. On the riverfront, Wyvern Hotel and its rooftop
bar and Four Points by Sheraton and its TT’s Tiki Bar
keep the party going day long.

Laishley Park and its namesake crab house serve the
salty crowd and families along the town’s extensive system
of bike trails skirting the river. Stately historic homes and
Gilchrist Park on Retta Esplanade keep Punta Gorda
rooted to its past.

Follow the river west to Charlotte Harbor and you reach
another relic of the past: the old city docks remade into
the entertainment, lodging and shopping center known
as Fishermen’s Village.

The new Military Heritage Museum next door is worth
a visit. Its Gulf Theater hosts tribute bands and other
live performances, while downtown’s Charlotte Harbor
Event and Conference Center books acts from concerts
to expos.

FLORIDA REP ol

TWO HOURS
EXPERIENCE PROFESSIONAL LIVE THEATRE iN BEFORE
THE HEART OF THE FORT MYERS RIVER DISTRICT CURTAIN!

RING OF FIRE: THE MUSIC OF JOHNNY CASH/2023
Allison Ann Kelly, Matt Cusack

Dramas
Comedies
Musicals

DRIVING MISS DAISY/ 2021
Sara Morsey, Mujahid Abdul-Rashid

ot P,
e
. ‘\

BAREFOOT IN THE PARK / 2020
| VCraigHeidenrich, Brian Hatch, s’
¢/ = | Katrina Ferguson

“AS 600D AS BROADWAY!” &

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

=rrigzirg FloridaRep.Org
Bai 239.332.4488

Greg Longenhagen, Producing Artistic Director ® John Martin, Executive Director

NOnchid Show & Sale
GCXA

P )
n. -".-‘. g v I\\ « i
@5 www.GulfCoastOrchidAlliance.com

Zat~ @ Scan to Plan Your Visit

§  SCAN TO SEE WHAT'S B
ON STAGE NOW!

Art Supply Store © Gift Gallery

210 Maud St, Punta Gorda, FL 33950  (Across from Fishermen’s Village)
941.639.8810 | OpenM &F 10-4, Tu-Th 10-7, Sat 10-2




96 | NEWCOMERS

www.FloridaWeeklyNewcomers.com

FLORIDA WEEKLY

Naples Design District

One of the most burgeoning retail
neighborhoods of Southwest Florida has
been around for decades, but only in
the past few years has hit its stride. Just
in time for Hurricane Ian to hit below
the proverbial belt, but it has completely
recovered.

Defined as a 12-block area northeast of
famed Fifth Avenue South’s tony eat-and-
shop strip, the Naples Design District at
the intersection of Central Avenue and
Tamiami Trail started out as a shopping
destination for working decorators and
DIY home improvers.

More recently, art galleries, architect
offices and food-and-drink venues joined
antique shops and second-hand stores.
The vibe turned youthful and lively, with
a brand of chic between shabby and
snobby. The future brightened with the
recent opening of The Collective, a hub
of design businesses. Warren American
Whiskey Kitchen will be opening its doors

SWFL FIVE WAYS

Naples Design District

in November at the complex, joining
other restaurants within the District,
including Bodega Ole and Grappino.
Riptide Brewing Company pours craft
beers. A community sculpture park,
in partnership with Naples Botanical
Garden, opened in March to celebrate

CARONCHI PHOTOGRAPHY

the Districts comeback from Hurricane
Tan destruction and Naples’ centennial.

On the horizon, Gulfshore Playhouse’s
new and state-of-the-art facility plans to
open in 2024 and boutique AC Hotel by
Marriott Naples 5th Avenue by December
2023.

Wherq Hometown
Service Counts

If integrity, knowledge and a professional
experience are what you are looking for, bring your
next real estate closing to a title company owned

and operated right here in Charlotte County.

ﬁ Title & Ciosing 5ermces T,

oW

324 Goldstein Street, Punta Gorda, FL. 33950

2091 Tamiami Trail Suite B, Port Charlotte, FL 33948

PLEASE CONTACT US AT 941-505-0001
OR NACOLE@HOMETOWNCLOSING.COM

12116 SW CR 769,
Lake Suzy FL 34269

Florida’s Newest
55+ Active

Manufactured Home Commum

ThePreserveFlorida.com
*Not available on $155,814 house.

$15,000 DISCOUNT

]
o\ ONALL HOMES IN INVENTORY THROUGH 12/31/23!

PHASE 2
E " PRE-OPENING
SPECIAL

per month

THE
| PRESERVE

Haﬂ%ﬁ Model Center Open 9-5 Daily
i 844.935.0264

Sundance

ORCHIDS & BROMELIADS

Living Log Kits & More.

Visit www.SundanceOrchids.com @ ©
239-489-1234 » 16095 S. Pebble Lane ¢ Fort M

Directions: Turn East on to Briarcliff off the new Metro Exte nS/on
(Michael G. Rippe Pkwy.) Go 3/4 mile, Turn Right onto S. Pebble Lane 1/2 mile on Left

The Area’s Largest
Retail Orchid &
Bromeliad Nursery!

Shop Our Online Store-Orchids, Bromeliads,

ers, FL
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STATE AND
N AT | O N A |— As a Cat Friendly
PARKS =22

to offering you

The Best Veterinary
Care for Cats Only

T-0FL198¢=0Upe

Hurricane Tan had a notable impact on numerous
beloved parks in the region. Before embarking on outdoor
adventures this season, it's advisable for individuals to
check the respective park websites at floridastateparks.org
to stay informed about any updates or changes.

Charlotte Harbor Preserve State Park

Spanning an impressive 42,000 acres, Charlotte Harbor
Preserve State Park safeguards an expansive 70-mile stretch
of shoreline bordering Charlotte and Lee counties, tracing
the picturesque expanse of Charlotte Harbor.

Ulf

JG SCRATCHme ,,OST Full Service Veterinary
CAT HOSPITAL Care for Your Cat!

Boating, canoeing and kayaking, fishing 94 1 _200.57 79

12301 Burnt Store Road, Punta Gorda :
941-575-5816 3135 Bobcat Village Center Rd, North Port

www.gulfcoastscratchingpost.com

KONOWAL

VISION CENTER 239.948.7555

where the focus is on you. www.drkonowal.c? %

Our Mission:

Dedicated to advance your vision to a new level of precision
and clarity with emphasis on patient care and service.

Konowal Vision Center Offers:
e Laser Cataract Surgery ® Botox® Cosmetic, Juvederm® Family of Fillers
¢ Custom Laser Vision Correction ® Routine Eye Exams / Contact Lens Fittings /;

Dr. Konowal was voted BEST OPHTHALMOLOGIST
in Southwest Florida for seven years straight and was selected as the
Laser Vision Gold Surgeon by Laser Vision Centers nationally.

T

Alexandra Konowal D.O. ié’f“‘s « 2022+

BOARD CERTIFIED OPHTHALMOLOGIST g best
Fellowship-Trained in Cornea & Refractive Surgery b

9500 Corkscrew Palm Circle #3  Estero, Florida 33928
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Don Pedro Island State Park

A part of an extensive chain of barrier
islands extending along Floridas Gulf
Coast, Don Pedro is accessible only by
private boat or ferry. Boaters can tie up at
the dock on the mangrove-lined bay side
of the island.

Boating, canoeing and kayaking, hiking/nature trail,
picnicking, fishing, restrooms, swimming, wildlife
viewing

Wednesday-Sunday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Closed on Monday and Tuesday.

8450 Placida Road, Placida

941-964-0375

Cayo Costa State Park

Cayo Costa State Park is temporarily
closed due to damages from Hurricane
Ian. However, when the island reopens, it
extendsawarm welcometovisitors seeking
the pristine beauty of untouched Florida.
Nestled within the protective embrace
of the Charlotte Harbor Estuary, this
unspoiled Gulf Coast island is a sanctuary
of wind-sculpted trees, inviting beaches,

STATE AND NATIONAL PARKS

and the freedom to explore. Accessible
solely by boat or kayak, Cayo Costa Island
unveils 9 miles of undeveloped shoreline,
inviting adventures in swimming,
snorkeling, shelling, fishing, and bird-
watching. The island is a haven for diverse
wildlife, from abundant shorebirds to
occasional manatees, porpoises, and sea
turtles gracing the offshore waters. When
the park is accessible, secure your visit
with an online single-use day pass and
immerse yourself in the wonders of Cayo
Costa.
4 Nautical Miles West of Pine Island (26.685789,
-82.245381)
941-964-0375

Mound Key Archaeological
State Park

Prehistoric Native Americans are credited
with creating this island’s complex of
mounds with an accumulation of seashells,
fish bones and pottery. Mound Key is
believed to have been the ceremonial
center of the Calusa Indians when the
Spaniards first attempted to colonize

Southwest Florida.

Boating, fishing, hiking/nature trail, interpretive
exhibit, restrooms, wildlife viewing

Managed by Koreshan State Park

3800 Corkscrew Road, Estero

239-992-031

Gasparilla Island State Park

Part of the Gulf Coast barrier islands,
Gasparilla Island is adorned by the
restored Port Boca Grande Lighthouse
dating back to 1890. Activities like
swimming, snorkeling, fishing, and
shelling (best in winter) are enjoyed at
the island’s five accessible parking lots.
Picnics with scenic views are possible at
Sandspur and Boca Grande Lighthouse
parking lots, both featuring pavilions.
The lighthouse also hosts a museum,
open for public exploration. Accessible
via the Boca Grande Causeway, this
island sanctuary awaits at the south end
of Gasparilla Island.

Beaches, bicycling, canoeing and kayaking, fishing,

e i
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941-639-4000
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Established in 1988 De

ed by: Jarrett Saladino

AAA Bateries
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hiking/nature trail, picnicking, restrooms, swimming, wildlife viewing
880 Belcher Road, Boca Grande
941-964-0375

Koreshan State Park

Nestled by the tranquil banks of the Estero River, Koreshan
State Park unveils the compelling story of Florida pioneers.
Once home to the Koreshans, a 19th-century religious
sect led by Dr. Cyrus R. Teed, this place witnessed their
unique beliefs in communal living and a universe inside
the Earth. Immaculately restored historic buildings stand
as a testament to their industrious lives, surrounded by lush
gardens and ancient oaks. Amidst the peaceful ambiance
of Fort Myers, this park offers a glimpse into a fascinating
chapter of history and a chance to connect with nature’s
serenity.

Boat ramp, camping, canoeing and kayaking, hiking/nature trail, historic
site, fishing, picnicking, playground, restrooms, wildlife viewing 3800
Corkscrew Road, Estero

239-992-0311

Collier-Seminole State Park

Sprawling across 7,271 acres, Collier-Seminole State Park
is a captivating blend of diverse wildlife, rare royal palms
and expansive mangrove swamps. Delve into history by

ECELELLTEL T

Blending art
and community.

Prima Luce on the Waterfront is a stunning two tower, 220-unit luxury
condominium community soon to rise on the banks of the wide
Caloosahatchee River, just a short stroll from the historic Fort Myers River

Experience exciting hands-on art making! District.

Our classes include ceramics/sculpture, drawing, Wide water views from every residence and beautiful resort-style amenities
painting, photography, fiber art, jewelry, open set a new standard for luxury living downtown.

StUdIF)S’ your\g. ?rtlSt studios, and mor.e. Featuring For a limited time, homebuyers also enjoy the unprecedented ability to
ongoing exhibitions, workshops, special programs, customize their individual residence from our seven floorplans.

a pottery studio, painting/drawing studios, and

- Extraordinary living and exceptional value await. Great financing available.
a lending library.

FROM $600,000TO $1.3 MILLION.  EIEfEEI
RESERVE YOURS WATERFRONT AH -

/‘l Ringling College
= CONDOMINIUM NOW

< Englewood Art Center

350 S McCall Rd, 941.474.5548
Englewood, FL 34223 eac@ringling.edu ~
Find us on El www.eacringlingcollege.org ‘E — E‘ F
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exploring the last remaining Bay City
Walking Dredge, a significant engineering
landmark pivotal in constructing the
Tamiami Trail Highway. The park offers
comfortable campground sites and
enriching park programs from December
through March, featuring insightful
presentations on flora, fauna and history.
Traverse scenic trails, canoe down the
Blackwater River, or utilize the boat ramp
for a remarkable wilderness experience.

Bicycling, boat ramp, camping, canoeing and
kayaking, fishing, hiking/nature trail, picnicking,
playground, restrooms, showers, wildlife viewing
20200 Tamiami Trail East, Naples

239-394-3397

Lovers Key State Park

Now open for limited day-use activities,
including tram services from 8 a.m. to
sunset, providing transportation to within
800 feet of the 2-mile beach, accessible by
boardwalk or tram. Paddling equipment,

STATE AND NATIONAL PARKS

and some merchandise. The Discovery
Center is open Wednesday to Friday, 10
am. to 1 p.m. The boat ramp is open
with limited parking. Please follow posted
signs and note that the park does not have
electricity. This park is also a haven for
wildlife, with the islands and their waters

= Lovers Key State Park

marsh rabbits and bald eagles.

Beaches, bicycling, boat ramp, canoeing and
kayaking, fishing, concession and restaurant,
hiking/nature trail, picnicking, playground,
restrooms, showers, swimming, tours, visitor center,
wildlife viewing

8700 Estero Blvd, Fort Myers Beach
239-463-4588

beach chairs and umbrellas are available

for rent. The gift shop offers cold drinks being home to West Indian manatees,

bottlenose dolphins, roseate spoonbills,

TRk T oin Immaculate 5
Cleaning, ﬁgliﬁﬁs»
Faultless e )
Delivery.
Exceediﬁg your
expectatlons

through superior
workmanship
and service
since 1975.

ONE OF COASTAL LIVING'S

“5() SECRET PLACES” 16

Tarpon Lodge & Restaurant offers a tranquil getaway ;
steeped in “Old Florida” tradition and is famous nl;!:‘:gﬂ
for its acclaimed waterfront dining and
“island casual” atmosphere.
Open daily 11:30 am - 9 pm / (239) 283-3999
COME BY CAR OR BOAT: N 26.39.562 W 82.9.180

TARPONLODGE.COM 13771 WATERFRONT DR BOKEELIA, FL

Textile Care | Tailoring & Alterations | Pillow, Drapery and Bedspread Cleaning
Wedding Gown Preservation | Fast Service | Free Delivery

3722 Cleveland Avenue Fort Myers
239.936.0665

8911 Daniels Parkway Fort Myers
239.454.2665

www.NulmageCleaners.com
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J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge
Whether its a first visit or a routine biking adventure,
JN. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge extends
a warm welcome to all. Begin at the FREE Visitor and
Education Center, offering essential information, a nature
store, engaging exhibits and noteworthy facilities. Explore
the diverse ecosystems and migratory flyways showcased in
exhibits, including a hands-on area for young enthusiasts.
The refuge, part of the largest undeveloped mangrove
ecosystem in the United States, is world-renowned for its
spectacular migratory bird populations. Embark on wildlife
discovery through walking, biking, or driving the scenic
four-mile Wildlife Drive, granting access to walking trails
and canoe launches. Birdwatching and photography thrive
with over 245 bird species residing within the refuge. Guided
tram tours by Tarpon Bay Explorers unveil the Wildlife
Drive, while water activities like stand-up paddleboarding
and kayaking enhance the refuge experience.

Bicycling, canoeing and kayaking, hiking/nature trail, picnicking, visitor
center, wildlife viewing

1 Wildlife Drive, Sanibel

239-472-1100

Charlotte Harbor Event

& Conference Center

Let us be the place

you hold your next event!
-

-m)

Our Expert Staff and SAVOR...Charlotte Harbor,
our exclusive in house caterer, will help make your event

One fo Rememben.

i.“s-'_«t:
75 Taylor Street, Punta Gorda CHARLOTTE HlAI BOR

941-833-5444 '
www.charlotteharborecc.com

FLORIDA

We Provide a Safe Haven
for Breeding Birds

We know it may be hard to believe. An
area that once was part of an old mine
site near Mosaic’s former Hooker’s
Prairie phosphate mine is now

a thriving bird sanctuary. But that’s
exactly what happened. In the spring
of 2021, Audubon Florida, a decades-
long community partner of Mosaic’s,
confirmed an estimated 30-40 pairs
of breeding Roseate Spoonbills had
chosen to nest near the reclaimed
habitat which features abundant food

sources and protection from would-be
predators. That makes the site near
Hooker’s Prairie one of the largest
Roseate Spoonbill breeding colonies
in our region, second only to the Alafia
Bank Bird Sanctuary. Going forward,
Mosaic will partner with Audubon
Florida to census the breeding birds
at Hooker’s Prairie and document

the nesting effort by the spoonbills
and the many other wading birds that
nest there.

To learn more, visit www.mosaicfloridaphosphate.com

Mosaic

Gome Meet Our

. ANIMALS!

\

R OUR WILDLIFE GENTER

NEARLY 100 WILD ANIMALS
ON EDUCATIONAL DISPLAY!

Open to the public every day from 11am-4pm.

PRWEC

No Entry Fee - Donations Appreciated.

Show Your Support
and Shop Our Online Store

Peace River Wildlife Center’

Rescue + Rehabilitate - Educate
3400 Ponce de Leon Pkwy., Punta Gorda, FL 33950 | Ponce de Leon Park
prwildlife.org | 941-637-3830

We're just 2.5 miles from Fishermen's Village!
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Big Cypress National Preserve

Since its inception in 1916, Big Cypress
has embraced the vital responsibility of
safeguarding and preserving the nation’s
cherished natural landmarks. Drawing
over 318 million visitors annually, this
remarkable place offers an opportunity
to explore and connect with the essence
of the United States. Extending its reach
beyond the park’s confines, Big Cypress
actively collaborates with tribes, local
governments, nonprofits, businesses
and individuals. This collaboration
empowers communities to honor their
unique histories, preserve their cultural
heritage and maintain outdoor spaces,
inviting families to relish and cherish
these invaluable assets. Their mission
is to safeguard the natural and cultural
treasures of this land, ensuring their
enduring presence for the benefit,
education, and inspiration of both present

and future generations‘ ORV use, tours Oasis Visitor Center
Nathaniel P. Reed Visitor Center 52105 Tamiami Trail East, Ochopee
. ) L ) 33000 Tamiami Trail East, Ochopee 239-695-2000

Canoeing and kayaking, hiking, hunting, 239.695-4753

Our home for 35 years... Now we welcome you!

DRY CLEAN - WASH & FOLD
BEDDING & TABLE LINENS
IN HOME DRAPERY SERVICES
CONVENIENT RETAIL LOCATIONS
COMPLIMENTARY DELIVERY LEE & COLLIER

Naples Berkshire

Ji& Best place
ﬂamj@s to find

Reclaim the and Fun in Your Life!
A HEALTH SPA FOR THE MIND .’B“

ANIld,;” AdOIES [ & Adult 0 ap
~ Our compassionate and experienced team of mental health professionals are prepared to
deal with any of your problems—big or small-in a comprehensive and unbiased manner.

_&AC E Rl VER Punta Gorda Port Charlotte

425 Cross Street, #111, Punta Gorda, FL 2525 Harbor Blvd., Ste. 208, Port Charlotte, FL

PSYCHOLOGY CENTER 941-505-6162 . 941-255-5489
www.PeaceRiverPsychologyCenter.com
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Estero Bay Preserve State Park

Discover Estero Bay Preserve’s natural wonders through
rugged trails, traversing diverse uplands and showcasing
abundant wildlife and native plants. Ideal for hiking, ensure
you have sturdy footwear, insect repellent, sunscreen, and
ample water. The preserve is dog-friendly, requiring pets to
be leashed. Dive into unique ecosystems at the Estero River
Scrub access, home to mesic flatwoods, scrub, salt flats,
and various wildlife. Convenient amenities like pavilions,
restrooms, and benches enhance your experience. Explore
this natural beauty on foot, embracing nature’s rich tapestry.

newlifeforall.church

(941) 639-3842

Bicycling, boating, canoeing and kayaking, fishing, hiking/nature trail,
restrooms, wildlife viewing

4940 Broadway West, Estero

239-992-031

Delnor-Wiggins Pass State Park

Delnor-Wiggins Pass State Park has reopened its doors for
limited day use, welcoming visitors to enjoy the breathtaking
mile-long stretch of pristine sugar sand beach—the jewel of
this 166-acre tropical paradise. Renowned as one of the
nation’s finest, the beach invites beachgoers, boaters, and
divers to relish in its natural splendor. From sunbathing and

paddling to hiking and bird-watching, this coastal haven Offering New Life in Jesus Christ

offers an array of activities. Anglers can find designated spots bv Seeking, Shapina, & Sendina Disciples
in the northern park areas for a chance at trophy catches. y g ping. g P
Boaters will appreciate the easily accessible launch area into
Turkey Bay, allowing exploration of the Cocohatchee River’s

¢

delicate estuaries leading to the expansive Gulf of Mexico. Visit our website for information on our
Delnor—Wiggips Pass Sta.te. Park ensures a mfemorable worship services and ministry areas:
coastal experience, providing beach wheelchairs upon .

reservation and offering a complimentary beach shuttle www.newlifeforall.church

service from Conner Park, although parking is extremely

limited within the park. It's a destination that invites all to
unwind in the embrace of nature’s beauty while adhering to u u
posted guidelines and respecting any closed areas. II:%

Beaches, boat ramp, boating, fishing, picnicking, restrooms, showers,
scuba diving, swimming, wildlife viewing [ ]
11135 Gulfshore Drive, Naples 239-597-6196

Michael C. Loomis  Angela Hinchman
Lead Pastor Assistant Pastor

PUTT YOUR |

CORAL CAY ADVENTURE GOLF (S —

$2.00 OFF 239.793.4999

PER COUPLE OR $1 OFF
PER PERSON WITH THIS AD

CORALCAYGOLF.COM

507 W. Marion Avenue, Punta Gorda, FL 33950

36 HOLE MINIATURE GOLF COURSE NEAR TIN CITY
HOURS 10AM-11PM /-OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
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Fakahatchee Strand Preserve
State Park

Fakahatchee Strand Preserve State Park
unfurls its welcome to all, beckoning
visitors to delve into its unspoiled natural
wilderness. With a steadfast commitment
to preserving its inherent essence, the
park meticulously restricts facilities and
activities, preserving an authentic and
immersive communion with nature.
Segmented into four primary zones, the
parkoffersajourneythrough the scenic Big
Cypress Bend Boardwalk, the picturesque
East River reachable by appointment-
only canoe launch, the tranquil Jones
Grade lakes and trail ideal for fishing
and kayaking, and the expansive Janes
Memorial Scenic Drive granting access
to an array of hiking and biking trails.
Traverse the pristine landscapes and
vibrant ecosystems, immersing oneself in
the heart of Fakahatchee’s untamed allure.

Hiking/nature trail, tour, wildlife viewing
137 Coast Line Drive, Copeland
239-961-1925

Everglades National Park

For inquiries, contact the Nathaniel P.
Reed Visitor Center at 239-695-4758.
Due to Hurricane Ians impact, the Gulf
Coast Visitor Center is temporarily
closed, but the canoe and kayak launch,
parking lot, and covered pavilion remain
accessible with limited services. Drinking
water is not available. Concession boat
tours are currently not operational due
to ongoing construction. Everglades
National Park, spanning 1.5 million
acres of wetland in south Florida, offers

STATE AND NATIONAL PARKS

" S,

Everglades National Park

TRIM TAB
KC LITES

ArAv o

diverse activities across its three separate
entrances. Explore wildlife on the
Anhinga Trail, savor panoramic views
from Shark Valley’s observation tower, or
paddle through mangroves on Nine-Mile
Pond. With myriad options, Everglades
National Park is an adventurer’s paradise

waiting to be explored.

Hiking, camping, fishing, canoe and kayak trails,
boating, tours

Gulf Coast Visitor Center

815 Oyster Bar Lane, Everglades City
239-695-4758

COLLIER COUNTY CANNABIS

P _m

Can;tfSleep2 Achesand Pains2l 21+
N dicallCard|N Neézr’d‘ piy

S WEICANIHELPEINOIM2

ROSEBUDS

MASTECTOMY SALON

1825 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte, FL
Www.RosebudsMastectomySalon.com

Feel Confident & Comfortable
with the right Bra & Prosthesis

941-491-1430
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Punta Gorda Showroom | 261 W Marion Avenue Punta Gorda, FL 33950 | 941.639.2610
Naples Showroom | 6000 Trail Blvd Naples, FL 34108 | 239.597.2195
Fort Myers Showroom | 12551 S Cleveland Avenue Fort Myers, FL 33907 | 239.936.6900
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New Home VISTON

quality conctruction

open floor plang
eacy building buying process
attainable price

helpful cvstomer care team

CHRISTOPHER
ALAN HOMES

DREAMS WITHIN REACH

Contact us today for a complete list of available new homes
throughout Cape Coral, Lee & Charlotte Counties.

855.44MYCAH | ChristopherAlanHomes.com

Features, amenities, equipment, materials, floor plans, elevations, colors, and designs vary and are subject to changes or substitution without notice. [tems shown are artist's renderings and may
contain options that are not standard on all models or not included in the purchase price. Availability and pricing may vary and are subject to change without notice. Square footage/acreage/
dimensions are estimated; actual square footage/acreage/dimensions may differ. Garage/bay sizes may vary from home to home and may not accommodate all vehicles. Purchasers should refer
to the applicable purchase and sale agreement for final terms and conditions. ® Christopher Alan Homes #CGC1532837. Christopher Alan Realty LLC #CQ1055390. 06/23. SRS



YOUR LOCAL CREDIT UNION. FOR YOU, N
YOUR FAMILY AND YOUR BUSINESS

Achieva Credit Union has the same products and services as a BANKING FOR
bank, but with more attention on what matters most - you.

We are here and ready to serve you.
Visit us online, contact us by phone or stop by your local branch.

800.593.2274 « www.achievacu.com

Insured by the NCUA. Equal Housing Lender ACH I EVA CREDIT U NION




Celebrating 65 vears

is exponentially more
rewarding, when you're
also number One.

JOHN RWOOD CHRISTIE’S
— PROPERTIES — INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

THE #1 REAL ESTATE COMPANY IN SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

Contact us to market your home today | JohnRWood.com | (239) 262-1900
Source: SWFLA MLS by sales volume in Lee & Collier Counties combined from January 1, 2023 through June 30, 2023.





